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The first perinanent settlement in Washington County 
was made in the late eighteen fifties. Beginning in the 
1830 1 s, emigrants from the East had crossed it repeatedly. 
This small trickle of travelers was to grow to impressive 
proportions in the late forties and early fifties when 
thousands rushed westward to the fertile land of the Paci-
fic Northwest and to the gold fields of the Sierr as and 
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the Rockies. During the late sixties, the county was 
settled rapidly and by 1875 it was well beyond the p ioneer 
stage. Its growth and development has been gradual and 
consistent-typical of numerous other Kansas counties. - The 
early settler found conditions se ere at times, but he set 
about trying to improve his lot and by dint of hard work 
and an occasional extra boost from a kind Providence he 
succeeded. 
The little town of Hollenberg, located near the old 
Oregon Trail in the northeastern corner of the county, was 
chosen for special consideration in this t hesis for several 
reasons. First, the author,having lived there for t hree 
years~has a personal interest in it. Second, it bears the 
name of the earliest settler in this county wh o, perhaps, 
more than any other, influenced the early development of t h e 
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county. Then again, it is located near several historic 
sites. The town,lying on the Old Trail1 was bordered on 
the east by the Otoe Indian Reservation. Numerous historic 
spots worthy of preservation are located within a short 
distance of this town. Finally, the growth and development 
of Hollenberg, though unique in many respects, is typical 
of the development of the county's other small towns. Al-
though it is one of the oldest towns, it has failed to keep 
pace with others in the county because of its isolation. 
Changes in the transportation system have appar ently doomed 
it to remain a rather small village. 
Information for this study has been gathered from 
various sources. In 1876 Dr. Charles Williamson wrote the 
first "History of Washington County" and published it in an 
edition of the Washington County Renublican. This was the 
account used by Andreas in his History of Kansas. In 1936 
the Washington County Register published a special anniver-
sary edition which contained valuable historical material 
on the county. These and other newspaper items have been 
studied and used. Information has also been obtained from 
the publications and Reports of the State's Departments of 
Agriculture and Public Instruction. The publications of 
the Kansas Historical Society as well as a study of various 
old newspapers, bulletins, handbills, etc., housed in the 
Historical Library at Topeka have been very helpful. The 
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author has enjoyed numerous enlightening interviews with 
many of the older people of the northern part of the county. 
Since many of this rapidly diminishing group were among the 
first to settle here, he has received from them first -hand 
information on conditions in the county in the late sixties 
and thereafter. 
Writing about the old trails across this region is 
almost limitless. Various widely lmown writers, including 
Edward Everett Hale, have discussed the subject. We have 
attempted to limit our study of these trails t o the part 
directly concerning only Washington County. Frank Root, an 
agent on the old stageline, stated that this is the most 
beautiful section of the trail. Many others apparently felt 
the same because much has been written about it. 
Some of the material of thi s paper is trivial. It is 
hoped that some is valuable. It is the humble belief of 
this writer that some information has been gathered which, 
on being preserved, may grow in value and aid later students 
of the growth and development of our country to a better un-
derstanding of the problems involved. 
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CHAPTER II 
WASHINGTON COUNTY BEFORE SETTLEMENT 
Washington County, Kansas, is located in the first 
tier of counties south of the Nebraska line~and it is the 
fourth county west of the Missouri River lying 78 miles from 
this river at its nearest point. Washington County, which 
was named after the first President, is bounded on the north 
by Jefferson and Gage Counties in Nebraska, on the east by 
Marshall, on the south by Riley, Clay and Cloud, and on t h e 
west by Republic. As it is 30 miles square it contai ns 900 
square miles which are divided into 25 townships. 
The surface of the county varies but, in general, it 
is an undulating prairie with the northern half somewhat 
higher and more rolling than he southern. According to an 
early government study, two per cent of the land was covered 
by trees. The largest growth of these orig inally stood east 
of Morrowville along Mill Creek. Approximately one t welfth 
of the land is bottom and the entire county is well-watered . 
The largest stream, the Little Blue River, enters from Ne-
braska 2 miles northwest of Hollenberg and flows in a south-
easterly direction along the eastern border of the ~ounty 
to a point three miles northeast of Barnes where it passes 
into Marshall County. The Blue's principal tributary, Mill 
Creek, heads in the western part of Washington and the east-
5 
ern section of Republic Counties. It elbows tortuously 
eastward and northeastward across the center of the county 
to flow into the Little Blue in Franklin Township. The 
tributaries of Mill Creek are: Pierce, Riddle, Devil, Camp, 
Ash, and Clear Creeks. Joy Creek in the northern portion 
flows into the Little Blue; and Parsons, East Branch, and 
Peach in the southwestern portion flo w south into the Re-
publican. The streams in the southeastern townships flow 
southeastward. 1 There are numerous springs and other ever-
running creeks throughout the county. 
Wooded areas are found only on the streams. These 
approximate a quarter of a mile in width on Mill Creek and 
are proportionately smaller on the smaller creeks. The 
native trees most cornraonly seen are the ever-present cotton-
wood and elm~with some walnut, locust, box-elder, oak, soft 
maple, ash and willow. Here and there on the uplands are 
patches of wild fruits such as: plums, mulberries, goose-
berries, chok~ cherries, raspberries, and strawberries. 
Grass, originally standing as high as a horse 's back in 
places, consi~ts chiefly of blue stem with some buffalo_, and 
covers the unbroken upland. 
Fairly heavy sandstone deposits are found in the 
1. Kansas State Board of Agriculture, First Biennial 
Report, 1877-1878 (Topeka, Kansas, 1878), p. 354. 
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eastern, northern, and western tiers of townships . Much 
pottery clay is available on the Little Blue and Mill Creekl 
while magnesium and common limestone is abundant in all but 
the southwest corner of the county. 2 Tl"'aces of coal have 
also been found in the county but it is of an inferior 
quality and of little value. The clay of t he county has 
been found to contain rich deposits of aluminwn compounds. 
The earliest inhabitants of this territory of which 
we have any record were the Caddoa..1'1 Indians. This was a 
great linguistic family which at one time covered the re-
gion from North Dakota southward to the Red River. They 
were of three types: the Arick-ara in North Dakota, the 
Pawnee along the Platte Valley, and the Caddo, Kichai, and 
Wichita to the south. All of these came into conf'lict with 
innnigrant, chiefly Sioux, I d ians who had left their ances-
tral homes east of the Mississipp i in the Piedmont r eg ions 
of Virginia and the Carolinas and were moving westward a-
head of the Whites. In some plac es these innnigrants had 
replaced the old er tribes when the white man arrived . 
The Caddo an tribes also came into contact, and often 
conflict, with the whites and soon fell victim to h is 
trickery, greed, and diseases. Thousands died from smallpox, 
cholera, and other diseases. After much suffering at the 
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hands of the whites, a treaty was finally made in 1835 which 
forced them out of the United States territory toward Texas .• 3 
As has been indicated, rivalry and hatred leading to 
warfare was strongest between the Pawnee and members of the 
Siouan family. The Siouan tribes that most often frequented 
this county and the surrounding region were the Iowa, Mis-
souri, Omaha, and Otoe. These four closely related tribes., 
who at times lived in the same village1 had originally come 
from the Great Lakes region. The French explorer, Marquette, 
first locates them on the Upper Des Moines in 1673. In 1700 
Le Seuer found them on the Blue Earth River in Minnesota and 
Charlevoix saw them in 1721 on the east side of the Missouri 
and north of the Kanza tribe on the West side. In 1804 
Lewis and Clark located the tribe on the south bank of the 
Platte about 30 miles from its mouth. Lewis, who felt that 
they were once strong and powerful, states that t hey had 
migrated into Pawnee territory and ~fter warring with that 
tribe had finally sought their protection. 4 
Legend of rivalry between the Otoe and the Pawnee 
has been handed down. The Otoe had a tradition of having 
once exterminated the Pawnee in Iowa and Missouri. Inas-
3. Frederick Webb Hodges, Handbook of American Indi-
ans (Washington: Government Printing, 1907), II, pp. 180-
182. 
4. Ibid., p. 165. 
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much as Griffith visited the Pawnee there in 1765, and Lewis 
and Clark failed to find them in 1804 this is evidently 
true. Apparently the massacre had happened between those 
dates. 5 
West of the Missouri the Pawnee were more successful. 
Major A.L. Greene, an agent of the Otoe, tells of a tradi-
tion of a battle between the Pawnee and Otoe in which the 
latter were aLmost wiped out. It was a "great many years 
ago" near the site_of Blue Springs , Nebraska. 6 Afterward 
the Otoe lived in this region at the sufferance of the Paw-
nee. 
In 1826 t wo trappers came into the region of the 
Little Blue. One of them, a Frenchman named Moncreave, 
tells of a traditional battle which took place in southern 
Jefferson County, Nebraska and Northwestern V ashington 
County, Kansas. Some 10,000 Sioux and Cheyenne came raid-
ing down the Little Blue and Republican on the Pawnee, Otoe, 
and other East Kansas and Nebraska Indians. This engagement 
in which 15,000 Indians took part lasted three days and end-
ed only after more than 3,000 Indians had been killed. 
5. Mark E. Zimmerman, "The Pawnee· Americans", Collec-
tions of Kansas State Historical Society. XVI, (1923-1925), 
Topeka: Kansas State Printing, 1925, p. 474. 
6. William E. Connelly, "Notes on the Early Indian 
Occupancy of the Great Plains, 11 Collections of the Kansas 
Historical Society, XIV, (1915-1918), p. 444 . 
9 
Afterwa~d the Pawnee burned several hundred prisoners at 
the stake. The leader of the tribe was Chief Toc-po-hona, 
recognized as the greatest Pawnee of the time. The Sioux 
were led by Oso-no-me-wa.h, an ancestor of Sitting Bull. 
After this battle the Pawnee were recognized as supreme and 
rarely if ever did the Sioux again enter this reg ion. 7 
In 1825, at Fort Atkinson, near present Council 
Bluffs, Nebraska, Otoe and Missouri signed a treaty for 
peace, promising not to molest American citizens passing 
to and from New Mexico. In 1833 at the Otoe Village on 
the Platte another treaty was signed in which t h e Otoe ceded 
all their land south of the Little Nemaha. On December 9, 
1854 still another treaty was signed by George Hepner, 
United States Indian agent, and Hick Kapoo, Bil Soldier, 
and White Water, Otoe Indi ans, which provided for a final 
cession of their land. The Otoe retained a tract on the 
West Bank of the Big Blue, 25 miles long by 10 miles wide. 8 
A portion of this land, being 10 miles long and 2 wide, lay 
in northeastern Washington County. The west line came to 
the eastern edge of Hollenberg. In 1881 as they were being 
7. Charles Dawson, Tales of the Oregon Trail (Tope-
ka: Crane and Company, 1912), p. 167. 
8. Charles J. Kappler, Indian Affairs, Laws, and 
Treaties, vol. II (Wash ington: Government Printing, 1904), 
pp. 660-661. 
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crowded by the Whites they removed to Ind ian Territory and 
their land was incorporated into Kansas and Nebraska . 
The Otoe were a relatively weak tribe who did little 
farming and lived mostly by hunting . The word "Oto" meant 
"lecher" and they were guilty of robbing the other Indians 
whenever possible. After the coming of the Whites into the 
reg ions they begged and pilfered many small article s from 
them. Tney seem never to have been very warlike but were 
often a nuisance due to their thieving habits. 
Major Clifton Wharton visited the Otoe wi t h troop s 
in 18 44. He had a soldier's contemp t for this tribe and 
in the j ournal of his march he wrote: 
The Otoes h ave of late years been very trouble-
some ••• the Otoes are a thieving, impudent, 
silly, reckless peop le, as i gnorant of the ir own 
weakness as they s e em to b e of t h e power of others 
••• the Otoes are mis e ably destitute, afraid of 
other tribes •••• the chiefs are weak ••• 
[there is] little gam e in the ir section •••• They 
and the Missouris [ who we r e a part of tribe] do not 
exceed one thousand.9 
Isaac McCoy says that 4000 Pawne e, Otoe, and Omaha had died 
in smallpox ep idemic in 1832 and 1837. This number contin-
ued to diminish until ther e were l ess then 400 who were 
moved off the ir reserva tion to the Indian Territory in 1881 . 
This tribe was the neighbor of the white settle rs who beg an 
9. Clifton Wharton, "The Expedi tions of Ma jor Clif-
ton Wharton in 1844," Collections of the Kansas Hi storical 
Society, XVI, (1923-25), p. 294. 
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to erect their rude dugouts and shanties in Washington Coun-
ty in 1857 and thereafter. 
White men first came into this region over 400 years 
ago when Coronado and othe r Spanish conquistadores explored 
it. Coronado who traversed Kansas in the early 1540 1 s left 
the following account of country he visited. 
The Province of Quivera is 950 leagues (3230 
miles] from Mexico. The place I have reached 
is the 40° latitude. The earth is of the best 
possible. I found prunes like t h ose of Spain, 
some of which were black, also some excellent 
g rape s and mulberries.lo 
Coronado also gave the first authentic description of the 
buffalo. These he saw and described as g reat crooked-
back oxen. 
Wilder maintained that Coronado entered Kansas be-
t ween the twenty-third and t wenty-fourth meridians and 
marched northeastward to the banks of the Missouri 11Teuca-
rea11 River. This march ap p arently l ed him across p resent 
day Barbour, Kingman, Mar ion, Dick inson, Davis, Riley, 
Pottawat:omie, Nemaha and Brovm Counties. 11 If Wilder's 
calculations were correct, though it now app ears doubt-
ful that they were, then Coronado would have passed within 
10. A.T. Andreas, History of the State of Kansas 
(Chicag o: A.T. Andreas, 1883), p. 45 . 
11. D. W. Wilder, The Annals of Kansas (Topeka : 
George W. Martin Publishing Co., 1875), p. 45 . 
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a f ew miles of Washington County. 
Although Coronado left "Quiveran in April of 1542, 
other white men ventured into this reg ion from time to 
time. Bourgment, the French explorer, visi ted the Pawnee 
in 1724. At that time thi s tribe extended its t err itory 
from the Platte south to t he Arkansas. 
Mrs. Emma Forter tells of a Spanish sword 33 3/411 
long found in 1908 on the highest point in Marysville. 
This sword was of the typ e carried by the so-called Span-
ish g entlemen. At what time this was left it is diffi cult 
to say. Mrs. Forter f eels that this is the surest sign of 
Coronado's being here, yet this is not necessaril y so as 
it may hav e been left by any Spanish officer , ina smuch a s 
many of them were in this reg ion until 1800 . 12 
The A..merican f rontier man early d evelop ed an interest 
in this region,as hunters passed through it or trapp ed along 
its streams. The first official v isit was in 1806 when 
Zebulon M. Pike replaced the Spanish flag flying over the 
Pa,me e capital on the Republ ican. This was the first hoist-
ing of the American flag in Kansas. 13 
12. Emma Forter, Hi story of Marshal l County (Indi-
anapolis: B.F. Bowen and Co. 1917;, p . 46 . 
13. Z. M. Pike, Exploratory Travels Through the West -
ern Territories of North America (Denver: W. H. Lawrence, 
1889), p. 187. 
13 
In 1819 and 1820 Long's expedition explored 11 the 
high prail"'ies about the Vermillion and Blue Earth Creeks. 1114 
After Long1 ever-increasing nU1nbers of trappers, traders, 
and land-seekers ventul"ed into this region. However, most 
of them wel"'e headed for the newly-opened Northwest. Th e 
small trickle of emigrants who pass ed t hrough in the early 
thirties grew to be a great rushing stream in the late 
forties and early fifties. An e s timated 90 ,000 passed 
through in the years 1849 and 1850 alone.15 Yet none of 
them stopp ed. The lure of gold and t he g r een f ertile 
· valleys on the western slop es of the Sierras wa s too gr eat 
for any to turn aside. Therefore,at this time1 no attempt 
was made to wrest ownership of this land from t h e Indians- -
Indians who were becoming more and more annoyed and con s e-
quently more hostile to the pa s sing caravans. 
14. Andreas, .9..£. _£it., p. 53. 
15. Ibid., p. 54. 
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CHAPTER III 
WESTWARD ACROSS THE PLAINS 
In an unbroken hay meadow in the Southwest Quarter of 
section one, town one, and range four is a depres sion which 
was evidently an old wagon road. Where visible it runs 
north along a shallow creek. A break in the veget~tion and 
an evident difference in the ages of the trees indicate 
where it crosses this creek on the south side of the mead-
ow.1 
This old - wagon trail is a segment of one of the 
several old roads once worn into the soil of Washington 
County. These passages included the Mormon Trail, t he 
Leavenworth to Fort Kearney Military Road, and t hat most 
famous of them all the Overland Emigrant Road, romantically 
known as the ''Oregon Trail. 11 
The Mormon Trail was the path ·taken. by the "Saints" 
on their trek to Utah, since they were persecuted by the 
"Gentiles" along the usual trails. This was especiallytt af-
ter the "Mormon War11 of 1857. They establis4ed roads 
parallel to the "Gentile" roads and by so doing they were 
able to keep their own company, preserve their secrets and 
avoid ~trouble. However, when their trains wer e larger this 
1. Viewed by the author in July of 1948. 
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was unnecessary and they could use the regular trails. A 
Mormon Trail, established from Fort Riley, passed through 
Washington County from Fort Riley and led nearly due north 
to the Oregon Trail. It entered Washington County on the 
south and ran northwest across the county, passing approx-
imately two miles southwest of the site of Washington. 
The Mormons set up temporary settlements along the 
trail to serve_ as stations for oncoming pilgrims on the 
route to the New Zion. "Mormon Grove" in Atchison County 
is an example. "Mormon Springs 11 on Ash Creek, three miles 
south of Washington was a favorite camping place for these 
\ 
early travelers. Although not a permanent settlement it 
was.,evidently,a much-used resting place1 and on a high rock 
overlooking the creek numerous names of the "Latter Day 
Saints" were chiseled. 2 Mrs. Groody, an early settler, 
tells of having seen a larg e wheel, a trail marker, carved 
into the rock. 3 Both the wheel and the names are now gone. 
Hundreds of Mormons passed through the ~ounty over 
this route. Andreas relates that they passed as early as 
1845 and Connelly tells of a large train that left Westport 
August 24 and reached Salt Lake City on the 26 th of October,-
2. Andreas,~- cit., p. 1054. 
3. Mrs. Groody interviewed June 19, 1948. 
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1852. 4 During this period their road was a busy passag e-
way westward. 
Government surveys of Washington County made in 1857 
and thereai'ter show several roads across the county. A 
"Military Road leading from Fort Riley to the Rocky Moun-
tains" crossed the southwest corner of the county just 
north of Clifton's tovm site. The Fort Kearney to Fort 
Riley5 road entered the southeastern corner of the county. 
It ran north along the eastern edge of Kimeo townsh i p , 
thence northwest across Greenleaf, Logan, Wa sh i ngt on, and 
Coleman. It then crossed Mill Cr·eek and Lowe t ownships , 
and so on out of the county. As nearly as can be determined 
this road very closely follows the Old Mormon Trai l. An-
other very old trail that crossed Washington County was a 
much-traveled Indian Road. It ente r ed t h e county at t h e 
northeastern edge of the Franklin Township line from t h e 
Otoe Reservation. It then ran southwest unt i l it s truck 
Mill Creek, thence along the north ern bank of t hat stream 
westward out of the county. 6 This road was used by East-
4. W.E. Connelly, History of Kansas (Ch icago: The 
American Historical Society, Incorporated, 1928 .), I, p .155 . 
5. Wilder in T.he Annals of Kansas, page 50, sta t es 
that a Military Roadwas established by the government from 
Ft. Leavenworth to Ft. Kearney in 1850. _ 
6. Government Survey of Washington County, Kansas. 
Filed in the County Eng ineer's office, Washington, Kansas. 
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ern Kansas and Nebraska Indians traveling to and from West-
ern hunting grounds. 
A map of the Kansas Territory drawn in 1854 sketches 
a trail with three branches leaving the Missouri River in 
northern Kansas. The southernmost branch, called the Inde-
pendence or California Military Road left Independence and 
followed the Santa Fe Trail westward along the south bank 
of the Kansas River to Papan1 s Ferry--Topeka. It then 
crossed this river and proceeded northward to about the 
site of Marysville. The middle fork , called the Leaven-
worth to Fort Kearney Military Road, left the c antonment 
at Leavenworth to run slightly north of west to make a 
junction with the Independence Road. The northern branch 
left St. Joseph and ran almost due west across the north ern 
tier of counties to the Big Bl ue River where it joined the 
Independence Road. This combined road then crossed the 
Bluet~ angle northwestward up the Little Blue across the 
Northeastern corner of Washington County. These trails had 
united to form the southern half of the Oregon Trail--a 
trail which was to stretch in a thin unbroken string west-
ward across high dusty prairies, broad arid plateaus, and 
refreshingly green mountains, to finally emerge at Fort Van-
couver on the Columbia 2020 miles away. 
Of the earliest travelers over the trail little is 
known. Perhaps, as has been suggested, the first path had 
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been beaten out hundreds of years ago by herds of buffalo 
moving from one watershed to another. Indian hunters and 
Indian tribes follo wing these all-important animals had i n 
time come to use these trails. The first white traders 
follo wed these paths as h e moved among t h e Indians and t he 
trapper found it the best path on h is way to the beaver 
stream in the Rockies. Whenever it was that the fir s t of 
these white adventurers came to thi s reg ion is lost in ob-
scurity but we may be sure it was long previous to Bom~g-
mont, Long , and Pike for the latter explorer noted the 
presence of whites in the villages of the Pawne e living 
7 along the Republlcan. This trail appears to have b een a 
natural roadway from the Missouri River westward. 
In 1827 F1ort Leavenworth was e s tablish ed as a can-
tonment and any party traveling to the Northwes t wa s very 
likely to start from that fort. Jedediah Smith, William 
Sublette, and David Jack son with 81 men mounted on mules, 
along with t wo Dearborn buggies, a mi lk cow, and 12 head 
of steers left St. Louis July 10, 1830, for the Wind River 
in the Rockies. With the excep tion of some cannon carriag e 
taken into the Salt Lake Valley by General Ashley in 1826 , 
these were the first wheeled vehicles ever to pass over 
7. w.E. Connelly, History of Kansas IV, p . 142. 
what was soon destined to be called the "Oregon Trail 11 • 8 
It seems very likely that Smith came in over this part - of 
the trail in the fall of 1830. In the Kansas Historical 
Society's Collections is a letter written by him from the 
"Blue Earth Fork of Kansas, 30 miles from the Ponnee Vil-
lag e, September 10, 1830 11 • He later overtook -the carrier 
of the letter and added this postscript: "Having over-
taken this letter, the 22nd of September, at the Kansas 
Fairry, 30 miles from Leavenworth, or rather cantonment 
9 Leavenworth, I add we are thus far safe, J.s.s. 
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Captain Bonneville's expedition crossed over the 
trail in 1832. This party crossed the Kansas on May 12 and 
travelled northward up the trail to the Platte Valley and 
the Rocky Mountains. This expedition was equipped with the 
first wagon ever to pass up the traii. 10 
The importance of this road was finally recognized 
by the Government when in 1842 Col. John C. Fremont was com-
missioned to explore this trail through the South Pass. The 
South Pass had already been discovered twenty years previous 
to this time. Women had ridden through it eight years pre-
8. W.E. Smith, "The Oregon Trail", Collections of the 
Kansas Historical Society, XVII, (1926-1928), p. 436. 
9. Connelly, Q:e. _ill., I, p. 14_6. 
10. Ibid., I, pp. 146 
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vious when in 1834 the wives of Whitman and Spalding rode 
with their husbands up the trail to Walla Walla. 11 As has 
been stated Captain Bonneville's wagons had already passed 
up the future Oregon Trail when Colonel Fremont led by Kit 
Carson headed up the Kansas River in the late spring of 
1842. Although Fremont was by no means the first to go up 
the trail his exploration and the subsequent publication 
of his findings brought it to the nation1 s attention. His 
name was to bring glamour and romance to this great Emi-
gration Road--The Imperial High way. 
From Fremont's account we learn that his party left 
Freeport June 10, 1842. They forded the Kansas near the 
site of Topeka on the fourt eenth and by the t wentieth had 
reached the Big Blue. At this time they wer e following a 
large caravan compo s ed of 6 4 men and 16 or 17 families, 
led by a Doctor White. This group, headed for the Columbia 
River Settlement, was plagued wi th much sickness and sev-
eral of the children had died. On the 17th Fremont was 
three weeks behind the emigrant party and reports having 
met one of the f amilies sadly returning . He s tates that 
11 traveling on the fresh traces of the Oregon emigrants re-
lieves a little of the loneliness of the road. 1112 
11. Ibid., I, p. 142. 
12. Samuel M. Schmucker, [lhe Life of Colonel John 
Charles Fremont (New York: Orton and Milligan, 1856)~ 79. 
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Continuing northwestward, on June 21, 1842, Fremont 
crossed the northeast corner of what today is Washington 
County. After having encamped the 20th on the western bank 
of the Big Blue, where antelope were seen and· where a deer 
was killed by Carson, they entered the county early the 
next day. At noon they halted on a small limestone-lined 
creek which though not running contained pools of deep, 
clear water. This appears to have been one of the creeks 
located in Franklin or Independence township s and seems to 
fit the description of either Horseshoe or Cottonwood Creek . 
At 2:00 P.M. on the 21st, Fremont crossed the 40th parallel 
some two miles east of the ·site of Hollenberg. He describes 
the road traveled in the afternoon as being along a dry, 
high ridge with a dark line of timber indicating the heads 
of streams in the plains be ow. 13 The ridge referred to is 
s till rugged, unbroken, upland pasture, overlooking the 
Little Blue and running approximately two to three miles 
east of that stream. 
His line of travel led Fremont to Rock Creek north-
east of the site of Endicott, Nebraska, where he camped on 
the night of the 21st. Carved into a large sandstone rock 
on the south cliff of this creek, approximately 60 fee~ a-
bove the present creek bed are the words, "Kit Carson." and 
13. Ibid., p. 80. 
Kit Carson's name carved into a cliff at End-
icott, Nebraska, seven miles north of Hollen-
berg on the old Oregon Trail. 
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11 184211 • The name of Col. John Fremont which was formerly 
legible has disappeared due to erosion. 1 4 From Rock Creek, 
Fremont continued up the Little Blue, and crossing over to 
the Platte Valley moved westward out of this reg i on~ 
After Fremont's histo"l;'!_ic expedition, traffic on t h e 
trail increased rapidly. The next year a great number 
passed over this road. One of these was Peter Burnett who 
was later to become the first governor of California. 15 
In 1844 an estimated 7,000 moved up this increasingly im-
portant route and in 1846 a party of 130 men, 65 women and 
125 children were led by J.Q. Thornton and Missouri's Ex-
Governor Bogg s over this portion of the trail. Thornton's 
train consisted of 98 wagons, loaded wi t h 120 ,000 pounds 
of supplies while over 700 head of cattle were driven a-
head of them. 16 
After 1847 Mormons, gold hunters, land. seekers, ad-
venturers, refugees from the law, as well as various other 
types of travelers, wore d eep ruts in the trail as wagon 
after wagon pulled by oxen or mules or both, mingled with 
other vehicles such as two-wheeled carts, buggies, and even 
14. Information on a Granite Marker at the site on 
Rock Creek. Other names on the Cliff include J. S . Griffin, 
1859; Whi~ehall, 1853; one that is partly obliterated; 1849 . 
15. Connelly, _Q£. ci~., I, p. 143. 
16. Ibid., I, p. 154. 
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wheel-barrows restlessly moving westward. Cap tain Stansbury . 
started May 31, 1849 "over the usual emigrant road from Ft. 
Leavenworth to the Platte River 11 • 17 He stated that on his 
return he met not fewer than 4, 000 wagons, with f our persons 
to the wagon bound for Californi a. Almost d aily small par-
ties were seen returning. 18 The road was littered with the 
bones of oxen and mules. Sometime s even the bones of men 
were present. Wreckag e of wagons, bits of furniture, and 
small pieces of civilized living that had been jettisoned, 
were always present. As cholera traveled with many o f the 
trains, along the roadside an ever-increasing number of 
graves appeared. Some were unmark ed; others were d esigna-
ted only by a few pitifully humble stones. An estimated 
4,000 of these graves line the first 400 mile s of this road. 
John N. Clark leaves thi s dramatic p icture of the 
death of an emigrant in May, 1852: 
Passed the g rave of an emigrant just buried, 
the wife :nd children still lingering about the 
new made grave, the company with which they were 
traveling having moved on. A more desolate 
looking group than that moth er and her 5 child-
ren presented would be hard to find. An op en, 
ble ak prairie, the cold wind howling overhead, 
bearing with the mournful tones of that desert-
ed woman; a new made grave, a woman and three 
children sitting near by; a g irl of 14 summers 
walking round and round , in a circle wring ing 
17. 11 Report of Exploration of a · Route for the Pa-
cific Railroad", Senate Executive Document No. 78, 33 
Congress, 2 session, 1855, XI, p. 58. 
18. Connelly, Qp_. cit., I, p. 154. 
her hands and calling upon her dead parent; a 
boy of 12 sitting upon the wagon sobbing a-
loud; a stronge man placing a rude headboard 
at the head of the grave; the oxen feeding 
nearby1~d the picture as I saw it was com-plete. 
In a small clump of oaks in southern Nebraska eight miles 
northwe st of Hollenberg three of these graves are still 
visible. 
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Frank Root states that in six weeks during the 
spring and summer of 1849 at least 6,000 wagons crossed 
the Missouri at St. Joseph. 20 ~dward Everett Hale wrote 
"that travel on a great emigrant road is equal t o t hat on 
a considerable turnpike at the east. 1121 Francis J. Mar-
shall, founder of Marysville and operator of a ferry there, 
stated that "at least 5,000-10,000 crossed the Blue every 
day from April to July. 1122 Mr s. Forter1 s conservative 
statement is that 11Research shows that about 75,000 people 
d th Bl f 1846 -1856. 1123 ••• crosse e ue ••• rom 
19. Louise Barry, "Overland to the Gold Field of 
California in 1852, 11 Kansas Historical Quarterly XI, (1942), 
Topeka, Kansas State Historical Society, 1942, p. 236 . 
20. Frank Root, The Overland· Stage to California 
(Topeka: Published by author, 1901), p. 18. 
21. E.E. Hale, Kanzas · and Nebraska (Boston: Phillip 
Samson and Company, 1854), p. 140. 
22. Forter, .QE.. cit., p. 65. 
23. Ibid., p. 65. 
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The road that these emigrants used entered Washing-
ton County at the east central border of Hanover Township 
and angled northwest to enter Independence about 2½ miles 
west of the eastern border of that township. It then ran 
northwest across the Otoe Reservation to leave the county 
~bout one half mile east of the Franklin-Independence town-
ship line. Although no one is definitely known to have· 
24 permanently settled along this road before 1857, many 
did camp at various places within the county. One of the 
favorite cmiping places was on Horseshoe Creek in Section 
16 of Independence Township. This resting place wa s lo-
cated northwest of the old Krienseick School about the 
middle of that section. 25 
As well traveled as this road was as an emigrant 
road, it also attained first portance as a freight route. 
Starting as a wagon road for individual emigrants it was 
to grow until it was the great freight line to Denver, ~ort 
Kearney, .Salt Lake City, and all other army installations 
a.long the way. Although much of the hau ling was done by 
private individuals most of the freight was carried by 
24. Jay Hatter of Morrowville states that his grand-
father settled in the eastern part of the county about 
1855-56. 
25. Manuscript notes of U.S. Survey of Wash ington 
Co. and unpaged Map. In County Eng ineer's office in Wash-
ington, Kansas. 
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"trains" of wagons owned either by single individu_als or 
companies. These firms often employed large numbers of men 
and used specially constructed wagons. The business be-
longing to Ben Holladay was one of these. In February of 
1849, he began freighting, having bought some government 
surplus from the Mexican War. In that year a train of 50 
wagons was taken to Salt Lake City to the Mormons. Supplies 
were also distributed at stores along the way. The follow-
ing year another train with $150,000 worth of supplies was 
sent over the traii. 26 
In 1855, Alexander Majors and William Russell com-
bined to form the Majors and Russell freighting firm. Prior 
to that they had operated on a small scale but the first 
two years after joining forces they made $300,000. In 1856, 
they furnished corn to Fort · Laramie m d Fort Kearney and 
in 1857 they held a contract to furnish goods to the United 
States Army U11der General Albert Sidney Johnston who was 
fighting the Mormon War in Utah. 27 In 1858-59 they were 
again contracted to haul $ 16,000,000 of supplies to t h e 
26. William Paxton, Annals of Platte County, Missouri 
(Kansas City, 1897) p. 11. Cited by James Frederick. 11 Ben 
Holladay§ the Stagecoach King." (Glendale, California: 
Clark Co. 1940), p. 28. 
27. This was one of Johnston's last services to the 
U.S. before he became an officer in the Confederate Army. 
W.C. Q,uantrill was a cattle driver on this task. 
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army posts on the traii. 28 
In order to appr eciate t h e immens ity of this fre ight-
ing development, it must be kept in mind that many other 
firms were operating at thi s s ame time . Majors stat ed t hat 
there was no other road in the United St ates of the s ame 
leng th, where such numbers of men and animals could travel 
during the sunnner months as could over t he t horoughfare 
from the Missouri Ri ver and up the t ributaries of the Pl atte 
to the Rocky Mountains. At on e time hi s firm had 75,000 
oxen and 6,250 wagons, each of wh ich could carry 7, 000 
pounds of merchandise. 29 Leaving Atch ison alone in t he 
sunnner of 1858 were a total of 775 wagons , 1114 m~n , 7953 
oxen, 1288 mul es, and 3, 730,955 pounds of merchandi se . The 
largest train, which was owned by Hock aday, Burr and Com-
pany had 105 wagons, 225 men, 1000 oxen, and a lmos t a hal f 
million pounds of freight. 30 
During the Civil War period this r oad continued as 
an important freight route westwar d. Samuel Bowl es , who 
traveled with House Speaker Colfax visiting from For t Kear-
ney in 1865, described the trains as bei ng from one f our th 
28. W.E. Connelly, History of .Kansas, I, p. 159 . 
29. Ibid., I, P• 160. 
30. Freedom's Champion, Atchi s on, Kans as, Oct. 30 , 
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to one third of a mile long and as being endless. They 
were loaded with grain and supplies for the accumulating 
population in the Mountain States. 31 
Another development that aided in deep ening the Puts 
on the Oregon Trail was the Overland stage. These romantic 
carriages of which so much has been written rolled over 
this part of the trail during the late fifties and until 
1866. Ordinarily a part of the carg o on these stag es was 
the United States mail. As early as 1847 priva te concerns 
had carried mail to the Rockies, but in 1850 t he Post Office 
Department contracted with Samuel Woodson of I ndep end ence, 
Missouri, for a monthly delivery of the mail from t h e Mis-
souri River to Salt Lake City. 32 He used pack mules and had 
great difficulty in delivering the mail. In 1856 Ben Hol-
laday bid $ 450 for this cont a ct; however, the contract was 
g iven to Hiram Kimball. His contract specified that wagons 
or carriages were to be used, but t h e Mormon Wa r t h at brok e 
out brought a cessation to this contract before any mail 
was hauled. In 1860 with the Civil War thr eatening t h e 
southern route to Cal ifornia, Majors, Ru s sell, and Waddell 
brought their mail route, the Central, Overland, Californ-
31. Samuel Bowles, Across the Continent (Spring -
field, Massachusetts: Samuel Bowlesand Co., 1866), p . 14. 
32. Leroy R. Hafen, The Overland Mail, 1840 -1869 
(Cleveland: Arthur Clark Co.-;-l:926), p. 57. 
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ia, and Pike's Peak Express, over this northern road. 33 In 
1861 the first daily overland mail left St. Joseph (the 
terminus was later changed to Atchison) for Placerville, 
California. 34 On March 21, 1862, Majors and Company sold 
their interest to Ben Holladay who had loaned t h em ove r 
$ 200,000 to keep g oing. This mail route was continued by 
Holladay until the sunnner of 1866, 35 when the first trans-
continental railroad was finished. 
The stage line as operated by Majors and his succe s-
sor, Holladay, was well-planned with stations where t h e 
horses were changed every 10 to 15 miles. Dr i vers u sually 
ch~ged every third station. Stops were for approximately 
5 minutes with a thirty minute stop for meals a nd an av er-
age road speed of 10 mph. was the goal, though much greater 
speeds were often reached. 
Frank Root, a stag e mess en g er, tells of one trip 
down the Little Blue from Big Sandy to Thomp son's in the 
fall of 1860. On this trip, a distance of 1 4 miles was 
covered in 52 minutes and this run, averaging over 16 miles 
36 per hour, was one of the fastest ever made. Accornmoda-
33. Frederick, Q.E.. cit., p. 41. 
34. Leavenworth Conservative, June 2, 1860. 
35. Frank Root, The Overland Stage, 1901, p. 19. 
36. Ibid., p. 72. 
l 
St · bl at r o11cnbor , Stat i on \1. 1eI• e ~o -Y 
pres s and star ecoa.ch horses were ke t . 
S -e s table, look in ~ nor t ~- uard. 
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tions at the stations were generally good. "The· food at 
meal stations is more excellent than that of the hotels and 
restaurants on the Railroads west of Chicago. 1137 Root 
stated that along the , Lo wer Little Blue in Jefferson Coun-
ty, Nebraska and Washing~on County, Kansas, the b e st meals 
were served. As t h is was, "the finest agricultural section 
on the entire line, eggs and chicken, nice cream for the 
coffee, with fresh butter and p lenty of vegetables were a 
prominent feature of the everyd ay diet. 1138 This menu was 
enlarg ed with thousands of prairie chickens, wild turkeys, 
rabbits, deer and antelopes. These meals could be had for 
50 cents or more. 
However, there were stations where the fare was much 
simpler and the conditions were indescribably filthy. One 
of this type was located on Rock Creek. 39 Frank Burton 
tells of it as he saw it in August of 1860 with numerous 
men, women, children, dogs, and lambs, "all fast in the 
arms or Morpheus or of a much jollier God 11 • 40 At this sta-
37. Samuel Bowles, 2.J2. cit., p. 15. 
38. Root, Q:Q. cit., p. 95. 
39. Conditions on the Western Division were admit-
tedly worse. 
40. George A. Root, "Pike's Peak Express Company", 
Kansas Historical Quarterly, XIII, (19 44-1945 ), p. 5~0. 
Root uses Burton's account of his trip over the Platte Route 
in 1860. 
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tion they "made tea and f'ound some milk which was not more 
than one quarter f'lies, 1141 which they drank with a meal of 
cold scraps of mutton. Fortunately, this was not the rule 
although during certain seasons there was a monotony about 
the meals on all sections of the road. 
Another d evelopment that was to a d d historic pic-
turesqueness to this region was the Pony Expr ess. This 
romantic, though short-lived, project had its eastern ter-
minus at St. Joseph, Missouri. From this town it closely 
followed the St. Joseph Emig rant Road we stward a cross nor-
thern Kansas to Marysville, thence across the Big Blue to 
Hollenberg where it struck the Little Blue. It followed 
northwest up the Little Blue to the divide where it crossed 
over the valley of the Platte to Ft. Kearney, and thence 
onward to Sacramento and the Pacific. This trail clo sely 
followed the one first taken by the Mormons in 1846, the 
Argonauts in 1849, and Albert S . Johnston in 1857. 
Sitting ~stride the Pony Express Route was Hollen-
berg Station. This station had been built by Gerat H. 
Hollenberg early in 1857 and was one of the first, if not 
the first, houses built in Washing ton County. Sensing the 
advantag es of a trading post on the Oreg on road, Hollen-
bera had hauied lumber from Barrett's savmiill in Marshall 0 
41. Ibid., p. 518. 
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County to build a store 24' long by 1 5 ' wide with later 
additions giving t h e build ing 3 rooms in f ront, t hree in 
the leanto and a full attic wh ich was used a s s l e ep ing 
quart ers. The l o wer rooms were f ir s t u sed a s a t rad ing 
post, tavern, and hostel, and Hollenb erg or ncott onwood 11 
Sta tion, situated as it was on a slop e over look ing Cotton-
wood Cre ek, was a busy stop p ing p lace f or outbound emi-
grants. It was also a regula r mule-ch ang ing s t ation f or 
the stag e company. Burton, in h is Journal, wr i tes t h at 
they passed Hollenberg Station a t 6 : 00 P. M. Augus t 8 , 1860. 
Here t hey ch ang ed mule s ai d took on t wo new pas s enger s , a 
man and his 11 wife 11 • 42 
When t h e Pony Ex p r e ss b egan t o 0 1 erat e i n April of 
1860 Hollenberg was mad e a station with the count y 's first 
post office, having Georg e Per k ins as t he fi r s t po s tal 
43 
clerk. The census taken on t he t enth of Au gust of t he 
same year lists ten p erson s as r e siding ther e . On e of 
these was Johnny Mup s y of Pennsylvania, ag e 30 , an express 
driver. 44 Anothe r rid er who later rode from Hollenb er g to 
42. Ibid., p. 517. 
43. Taken from histo r ic ske tch in t h e old r an~h 
house located one and one half miles north eas t of Hanover, 
Kansas. 
44. Photost a tic cop y of c ensu s f ound on walls of old 
Hollenberg ranch house. 
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Big S~ndy, Nebraska, was Jimmy Clark. 45 
This old station which is located one half mile 
north and two miles east of Hanover is still standing as it 
was in 1860 and 1861. After it had ceased to be used as a 
trading post it was used as a private dwelling . Interest 
in its preservation resulted in its being created a h is-
torical monument and in 1941 a law was passed provid ing for 
the acquisition of approximately 7½ acres of land and t he 
building there. Three thousand dollars was appropriated 
by the Kansas Legislature for its r e storation and improve-
ment;46 the buildings were repaired, and it is now a pub-
lic p ark. Howard R. Driggs, Secretary of the American 
Pione er Trails Association, wrote in 1941 t hat 
so far as I know there are along the Old Pony 
Exp ress Trail only t wo other stations whi ch might 
like the old Hollenberg Station, be said to have 
remained as they were in 1860 -1861. These are 
one across the Platte from Gothenburg, Nebra ska 
and the old terminal building at Sacramento. 
The ••• one at Gothenburg covered with a can-
opy. On the Utah desert and in Nevada are re-
mains of stations and stables ••• 
None of all the se relics of a heroic past ar e 
better preserved than the Old Hollenberg Sta-
tion.47 
45. Root, Qn • .£_it., p. 128. 
46. State of Kansas, Se ssion Laws, 1211• 1941 , 
pp . 104-105. 
47. Letter from Howard R . Dr i ggs to Kirke Mechem, 
Secretary of the Kansas Historical Society, dated April 
30, 1941. 
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Gerat H. Hollenberg, the builder of Cottonwood Sta-
tion, was a man of tremendous ener gy as well as one of un-
controllable restlessness. In 1849 he left Hanover, 
Germany for the gold fields of California. After three 
years he went to the mines of Australia and later to those 
of Peru. Early in 1854 he settled on the Black Vermillion 
near the site of Big elow in Marshall County, and in 1857 
he moved into Washing ton County where he later became in-
. 48 fluential in business and politics . In 1862 and again in 
1866 he s e rved in the State Leg islature as the Representa-
tive from the sixteenth District19 In 1864 he was conn:nission-
ed a Captain and a Connnander o f the S econd Brigade of the 
Kansas State Militia. 50 He h ad become inte r ested in real 
estate and acquired large holdings throughout the eastern 
part of the county and was al so an early advocate of a 
railroad up the Lit t le Blue. Recognizing the n e ed for more 
settlers in the county he acted as innnig ration agent and 
was the one chiefly resp onsible for the settling of this 
region with a German-sp eaking population. The 1860 census 
referred to above shows that of the ten people living at 
48. Forter, .9.£. cit., p. 455 . 
49. Wilder, Annals of Kansas, p . 328 . 
50. Ibid., 387. 
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51 Hollenberg Stat~on seven of them were from Germany. In 
1869 he donated land and plotted the town of Hanover, Kansas. 
Leaving the county in 1874 for a visit to Hanover, Germany, 
he died aboard the steamer "Bavaria" and was buried at sea, 
July 1, 1874. 




Hollenberg or Cottonwood Ststion, bui l t ·n 
1857,it is the oldest building in the county. 
Was used as a hostel, stagecoach and Pony 
Express statmon. 
l 
Hollenberg Station as one looks northeastward: 
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CHAPTER IV 
LIFE IN EARLY WASHINGTON COUNTY, KANSAS 
"There is not at this moment a town or villag e of 
whites in Nebraska or Kansas. 111 Thus wrote editor Hale in 
August of 1854. This is.probably true for although thou-
sands had crossed through Northeastern Kansas md more 
particularly Washington County, few if any had stopped. 
In 1855 the Kansas Territorial Legislature meeting 
at Lecompton had attached all land west of Marshall to 
that county for judicial and military purposes . The bound-
aries of Washington Township, then a part of Marshall 
County, were defined in January, 1857. That year .marks 
the beginning of the settlement of Washington County fo~, 
as has been stated, G.H. Hollenberg built a trading post 
on the Old Oregon Emigrant Road and about the same time 
James McNulty, ~ho had come into the county in search of 
some stock that had strayed, was attracted by the county's 
beauty and selected a homestead on Mill Creek. These men 
seem to have been the fi~st settlers on the land although , 
there is some evidence that others were here ahead of them. 
C.W. Johnson, a member of a surveying party, tells of sur-
veying the line between Kansas and Nebraska in 1854 . He 
1. Edward E . Hale , Kanzas and Nebraska (Boston: 
Phillips, Samson, and Comp any, 1854), p. 140. 
,• 
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states that after crossing the Little Blue, bu.f'falo and elk 
were seen. They also "come across a few squatters cabins". 
They were ini'ormed that the 11desert 11 lay beyond the Little 
Blue. 2 
In 1858 numerous settlers came in. Among the se were 
D.E. Ballard and George Pierce who both settled one and one 
half miles north of the site of Washington. They selected 
their property as a tovm site but abandoned it in 1860 in 
favor of the present town of Washington. In 1858 Ru.f'us 
Darby, his sons, William m d James Rezin, also settled in 
the southeastern part of the county n ear Ballard Falls . 
Finding t h at he had settled on school l and , Darby moved to 
Mill Creek the same year. His n e i ghbors on Mill Creek were 
Josiah and Daniel Blocker and their families, settlers who 
like himself had arrived from Maryland the same year. John 
and William Tarbox became t he first settlers in the Little 
Blue Township in 1858 and S.F. Snider, who was to become 
the first probate judge, settled in Charleston Township a-
bout the same time. William Mercer built three cabins on 
3 Mercer Creek the same year. 
2. C. W. Johnson, "Survey of t h e Northern Boundary 
Line of Kansas", Collections of the Kansas Historical 
Society, VII (1901-1902), p. 320-.-
3. Washington County Republican, July 14, 1876. 
This issue - contains a history of the county by Dr . Charles 
Williamson, an early settler in the county. 
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The year 1859 was a period of considerable innnigra-
tion into the county and an ong the many vmo crone were: 
Jonathan Snider ands. Stonebreaker to Charleston Township; 
Peter and N. Eslinger, a Mr. Bowmaker and P. Giebar on Par-
son's Creek; a Mr. Brown and a Mr. Walker to Lincoln Town-
ship; Joel Snyder to Hollenberg; and Joe Enoch and w. Welch 
. 
in Union. All of these were to be responsible in large 
4 measure for the development of various parts of the county. 
John Ferguson, a rather colorful native of Ireland, settled 
on Mill Creek in the extreme western part of Wash ington 
County in 1859. His homestead marked the farthest westward 
penetration of the whites to the end of that year. 
The first election ever held within the present 
limits of Washington County was in 1858. There were 30 
votes cast for Dr. J.P. Miller as Representative of the 
Sixth District to the Territorial Legislature. In April of 
1859 George Pierce was elected Supervisor of the To wnship 
with D.E. Ballard as clerk and Williarn Tarbox the treasurer . 
On the second Monday of April in 1860 Washington 
County was organi~ed and the following officials were elect-
ed. Commissioners, George Codwell, J.Malin and William Hof-
4. A.T. Andreas., History of Kansas, pp. 1055-1056. 
This account taken from an account written by Dr. Charles 
Williamson in the July 14, 1876 edition of the Washington 
County Republican. 
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fhine; Clerk, David Ballard; Treasurer, M.G. Driskell; Sher-
iff, William Langsdale; Surveyor, James 0 1 Neal; Attorney, 
Thomas Bowen; Superintendent of Public Instruction, Jolm 
Hoffhine; Probate Judge, S.F. Snider; Assessor, William 
Mercer (disqualified) and Coroner, Charles Bruce. Rufus 
Darby had been appointed Justice of the Peace by the Ter-
ritorial Governor in 1859. 5 These were the county's first 
officials. 
As there was no town, as such, within the count~ the 
organization of the county created a need for a c ounty seat. 
This led to a squabble about its location. Wash ing ton Tovm 
Company had been chartered by G. Pierce, Rezin Darby, M.H. 
Lott, D. Ballard, and J. W. Darby on September 5th, 1859e 6 
This organization was better able to influence t h e location 
, of the county seat than any other group or person; however, 
they encountered opposition. Judg e Snider was determined 
that the location should be at "Rog ersville", a site four 
miles north of Washington on Snider's farm. Another g roup 
headed by James Darby and Ralph Ostrander was in favor of 
"West Union", a "paper town" on James McNulty1 s farm four 
miles west of Washing ton. The situation was such that 
5. Ibid., p. 1056. 
6. Mss. of charter and minutes of meeting locat ed in 
the office of J.A. Maxwell, Washington, Kansas. 
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neither group could win. The Town Company offered to don-
ate lots in Washington for various purposes. On the after-
noon of the election day they influenced Snider so that he 
withdrew his choice and threw in seven votes for Washington 
7 and it became the county seat. 
At the first meeting of the County Commissioners, 
the county was divided into Mill Creek and Washington Town-
ships. In October of 1862 Clifton wa s formed m d on 
December 5, 1868, Lincoln was added. The county was now 
divided into four equal-sized tovmship s. Little Blue, 
Hanover, m d Sherman were organized in 1870 and on July 2, 
1870, Strawberry, Union, and Hollenberg were added until, 8 
by 1885, the county had be en rearrang ed into 25 standard-- . 
sized townships. 9 
The first meeting of the County Commi s sioners · was 
held in the two-story log house wh ich had been built by 
E . Woolbert. This building became known as the "Stockad e" 
and was used until 1869 when it was destr oy ed by fire. 
The building put up by the county in 1871 to replac e t he 
Stockade was, in turn, burned on Dec ember 15 , 1872. As t h e 
7. Andreas, Q:Q. cit., p. 1056. 
8. [Brown-Scovill] Plat Book, (Des Moines: Br own-
Scovill Publishing Co., 19c5'6")," p. 109~ 
9. Kansas State Board of Agriculture, Fifth Bien-
nial Report, 1885-86, p. 354. 
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fire was not discovered until it had made g reat headway, 
many valuable records were lost. 10 Indications are that 
this latte r fire was a r son. George and John Shriner had 
gotten into the county office and were engaged in some 
rather shady real estate deals. They apparently used this 
method to cover their dealings. 11 
The building that was destroyed in 1872 was replaced 
by a frame building which was used until 1886, when a larg e 
three story brick and stone structure was erected. With 
some alterations t h is served as the courthouse until 1932 
when it was destroyed by a tornado. The corner stone for 
the present c ourthouse was laid March 11, 1933 . 1 2 
Immig ration into Washing ton County was r etarded 
somewhat by the Civil War so the population increased from 
383 in 1860 to only 4,08 1 in 1870. However, the census of 
1875 showed 8,621 and five years later there were 1 4 ,911 
1 "d. h 13 peop e resi ing ere. There was a steady climb in the 
10. Andreas, .Q:Q. cit., p . 1056. 
11. Interview with J .A. Maxwell, August 2, 1948 . 
There are numerous conflicting ideas among the older re-
sidents concerning this. Some would involve G.H. Hollen-
berg who was a county commissioner. All questioned felt 
that there had been shady transactions involved. 
12. Washington County Register, March 17, 1933 . 
13. Kansas State Board of Agriculture, Second Bien-
nial Report , 1879-1880, p. 534. 
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county's population af'ter 1880. In 1885 it had reached 
20,753 and in 1889 it was at 21, 894. The highe st point ev-
er attained was in 1893 when the figure stood at 21,978. 
A gradual but steady decline beg an after this p eak. The 
figure in 1912 was 20,014 and for 19 22 it was 17,233. The 
1940 census showed 15,741 or about the same number as had 
lived in the county in the early 80 1 s. The 1948 census 
registered less than 14,000 residents in the county. 14 
The First Biennial Report of the State Board of !g-
riculture lists several of t he county's earliest post-
offices. The oldest was Hollenberg or Cottonwood Station, 
established in 1859, with George-Perkins as the first post-
master. Others were Clifton, started in 1862, with James 
Fox, postmaster; Joy Creek in Hollenberg township , with J. 
Palmer as postmaster;,Strawberry, with Peter Gieber; Doane 
in Union Township, with John Green; Ballard's Falls, with 
Chockley Hollowell; and Donald in Lincoln Township, with 
J.B. Giles as postmaster. 15 
The majority of the early settlers in Washing ton 
County were American born. The 1860 census shows 324 per-
sons as native born and 59 who were foreign born. In 18 70 
14. These population statistics were taken from the 
State Board of Agriculture's Report for t h e year indicated. 
15. Kansas State Board of Agriculture, First Bien-
nial Report, 187Z-78, p . 440 . 
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there were 3,513 native and 568 foreign born. 16 Five years 
later 6,982 of the 8,621 inhabitantsvere born in this 
country. Of the 1,639 foreign born, 621 had come from Ger-
many, 370 from the British Isles, 217 from Sca:i.danavia, 297 
from British America and 118 from Southern Europe. Of the 
American-born immigrants to Washington County, 1,559 had 
come from Iowa, 1589 from Illinois, 523 from Missouri, 489 
from Ohio, and 416 from Wisconsin. 17 It is evident from 
these statistics that the present population is descended 
from settlers from the northern part of the country. We 
also note that there are few of Southern European ancestry 
here. The preponderance of the Republican Par ty in this 
county may be partially explained by the large number of 
settlers from the North. 
A further study of the vital statistics reveals t h at 
the first death took place in May of 1859 when Daniel Si g-
mun of Missouri was folUld lying dead on the Old Mormon 
Trail three miles southeast of Washington. He had been 
stabbed and shot. He was discovered by E .B. Cook and W. 
Hemphill who were returning from the Republican where they 
had been building a ferry for a direct route from Atchison 
16 The Statistics of the Population of the United 
States, NlniliCensus, 1870-,-( Washing ton, 1872J,--Y:- p. 310. 
17. State Board of Agriculture, Fifth Annual Report, 
1876, pp. 214-215. 
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to Denver. On the day that he was found a band of Otoe had 
Been driven from Wildcat Creek where they had stolen some 
horses. They may have killed him, however, suspicion point-
ed to James McCarty who had sold out his claim and was on 
the trail the same day. McCarty was tried before Rufus 
Darby, he having just been appointed Justice of the Peace. 
A large crowd gathered and there were some who talked of 
lynching McCarty, but Darby released him on grounds of in-
sufficient evidence. 18 The murder of this man g ave rise 
to a persi s tent and popular saying that Washing ton County 
was so healthy that they had to kill a man to start the 
first graveyard. 
The early settlers in this county were subject to 
many hardships. All that they had was brought in by wag ons 
or made on the spot; therefore, household furnishings were 
often scarce. As lumber was not plentiful, many of the 
first homes were built of earth or sod. A home of this 
type was usually a half dugout with sod covering the upp er 
half. Blocks of wood or benches often served as ch airs. 
18. Andreas, .9.£. cit., p. 1055. 
Herman Rea who knew McCarty personally says that this 
man's name was Aaron S. McCarty. Rea states that another 
man by the name of James Foster was also involved. There 
was much reason to believe that McCarty and Foster actually 
committed this murder as well as numerous other crimes. 
Interview with Herman Rea, September 20, 1948. 
Mrs . Emma Bullimore crune to Coleman Township men 
her father homesteaded in February of 1870. Their first 
hon1e was a dugout such as has been mentioned. The floor 
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of large flat stones was covered with homemade rug s. This 
provided a very comfortable home--the envy of all the 
neighbors. This is better understood when it is k no wn that 
their door h ad the only doorknob (no latch string) and 
their window was the first g lass pane in Coleman Township; 
but even so well appointed a dugout had its drawbacks, for 
on one rather rainy night a water-soaked wall fell out 
leaving the family exposed to t h e elements. After thi s and 
othe r dugouts had been replaced by a more substantial 
structure, the housing problems were not completely solved. 
Often, the only covering for the walls was newspaper and, 
as reading matter was so etimes scarce, the husband would 
spend his s p are time reading around t he wall s. Whenever a 
page was upside down he p res ented an awk ~ard md amusing 
picture as he contorted himself into a position sui t able 
to d 1 9 rea. 
One of the last of t hese old homestead shacks was 
torn down in 1948. It was located one half mil e west of 
the Dewey Church in Farming ton Township. This building, 
19. Interview wi t h Mrs. Emma Bullimore, August 13, 
1948. 
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the homestead of William Shaw, had been used as a poultry 
house for several years. Its destruction removed one of 
the last, if not the last, original homesteads in Washington 
County. 20 
Although the soil was new, rich, and productive, 
weather conditions were sometimes unfavorable to the set-
tler. The summer md fall of 1860 was such a time. Drought 
had almost completely ruined the crops as for sixteen months, 
from June 19, 1859 to November, 1860, scarcely enough rain 
had fallen to wet the earth to a depth of two inches . Many 
settlers had just arrived arrl. had produced no crops and, of 
those v-.rho had been settled a year or so, very few had a sur-
plus. John Ferguson who lived near ~he site of Haddam wrote 
in June of 1861, that it was a tremendous hard winter and if 
they had not gotten aid from the East a number would have 
starved, but he deplored the partiality displayed in the 
distribution of this aid. 21 Statistics g iven by G.H. ,Fair-
child, Treasurer of the Kansas Relief Fund, show that Wash-
ington County received 42,000 pounds of supplies including 
22 food, fe eds, and seeds. 
20. Interview with R.L. Rust, September 2, 1948. 
21. "The Letters of John Fei--guson, Early Resident 
of Western Washington County", Kansas Historical Q,uarter-
11, XII, (1943), p. 340. 
22. George W. Glick, "The Drought of 1860 11 , Trans-
actions of the Kansas State Historical Society9 IX (1905-
1906), Topeka, Kansas State Printing , 1906, p. 484 . 
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David Ballard, addressing the Kansas Historical 
Society in 1907, recalled the hard times of the early six-
ties with these words: 
The summer and fall of 1860 were not exactly 
propitious for the squatter and there were few 
'away out here in Kansas' in t h e spring of 1861 
who had better clothes, than blue jeans, unless 
the Aid Society had contributed t h em out of t h e 
cast-off garments of the opulent East. But in 
blue jeans, I felt equal · to the occasion, an~ 
mind you, t hey wer e blue, snd not butternut. 3 
The abundance of wild g ame was an aid to survival 
at this time. Peter Gieber who settled in Strawberry 
Township early in 1861, stated that on his way out h e met 
many people r eturning from this locality and f rom far ther 
west. They told discouraging stories of conditions but 
he was determined not to go back so settled on Parson's 
Creek where he found buffalo, elk, and other game plenti-
ful. It a pears that some of these animals had moved in 
from the West to escape more serious conditions in that 
direction, for the last year t h at he saw t h em in this re-
gion was in 1863; neverth eless, they wer e a Gods end while 
the drought period existed. 24 
During the Civil War there was a ready market f or 
23. David E. Ballard, "The First State Legislature", 
Transactions of the Kansas State Hi s torical Society, X, 
(1907-1908), p. 233. 
24. Kansas State Board of Agriculture, First Bien-
nial Report, 1877-1878, p. 354. ------ ----
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all g rains produced in this region, but the end of the war 
and the stopp age of military travel over the western roads 
brought a drop in this market and prices slumped badly. 
John Ferguson reported a very good crop in 1863. In fact, 
he was able to keep two teams busy throughout t he winter 
hauling g rain to Fort Kearney, but b y 1867 conditions were 
decidedly changed. He wrote that, 
money is ge ting tight out here more so than it 
has ever been since I have been (here ) and what 
we have to by out of the stores is verry high-for 
instanses Calig os the poorest artical t wenty and 
t wenty five cents per yard.25 
Coffee was $ .40 per pound, tea $ 2 . 80 and everything e lse in 
proportion. "Wheat and corn there is not sale far a t no 
26 
price." Cattle were high but very few people had any at 
that early date. 
Not only were unstabl e markets and droughts hard to 
overcome but at times there was the p roblem of too much 
water . The Little Blue and its tributaries often flooded 
the surrounding lo wlands. There was such m occurrence in 
August and September of 1869 when a flood devastated the 
settlements along Mill Creek and the Little Blue . With the 
25. "Letters of John Ferguson to Cephas Brainerd", 
Kansas Historical Quarterly, XII, (1943), p. 346. 
The spelling is Ferguson's. 
26. Ibid., P• 346. 
49 
water already at the then highest known point, an ll-3/4 
inch rain fell. It rained continuously for 16 hours. The 
flood centered on the Little Blue, Mill, Rose and Coon 
Creeks. The flour mill of S.S. Penwell and the saw mill of 
J.R. Hollowell located on Mill Creek were washed away. 
There was no property left on thickly settled Rose Creek 
where water by actual measure stood at 36 feet where it had 
been only 10 feet in previous floods. Water came in a four 
foot wall on the Little Blue and rose 15 f e et higher than 
ever known before. Dwelling s, barns, livestock, crops, and 
feed stuffs were swep t a way in what was estimated as a 
$1,000,000 flood. The little towns of Jenkins Mill and 
Freeport near the site of Steele City were almost completely 
destroyed. 27 
Mrs. Harry Elder relates that her father, Frank Purs-
ley, had brought cured meat from the East as he had come out 
to homestead near Mill Creek. Some of this he had traded 
for a wag on load of wheat . His wagon was at the mill at 
Washington the night the flood struck; therefore, it was 
lost. A normal 12 mile trip back u p Mill Creek was over 30 
miles due to the flood wat er. As t hey could get no more 
27. The Little Blue, Sep t ember 11, 1869. (Jenkins 
Mill, Nebraska.) 
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wheat they ate meat and potatoes until corn was ripe. 28 
Along with the caprice ani whims of the weather caille 
the problem of insects. In 1874 and 1 75 there were plagues 
of grasshoppers-- "Rocky Mountain Locust". They covered 
Montana, Dakota Territory, Wyoming, Colorado, Nebraska, and 
Kansas and did daIJ1ag e in Texas, New Mexico, and Missouri. 
Washington County, Kansas appears to have be en particularly 
hard hit considering that this reg ion, in general, suffered 
a relatively mild invasion. 
The grasshoppers came as a black cloud from the 
northwest and the sound has been described as being like a 
thunder storm. Once they settled dovm nothing was left be-
fore them. Mrs. Eliza Rust remembers that they quickly ate 
a five acre orchard. Her favorite peach tree sh e covered 
with a bed tick and the "Colorado Devils" ate the tick al-
so. 29 Many families l eft the county md numerous schools 
that had been in operation were closed from a l a ck of child-
ren. 
Thus, life in t h e county proved very different to 
what had been expected before homesteading here and not a 
few went back. Mrs. Alice PaJJner who was eight years old 
28. Interview with Mrs. Addie Pursley El d er, August 
3, 1947. 
29. Interview with El i za Rust, April 2, 1948. 
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when her father came in 1875 recalls t h ey were 11 awfully 
30 poor, all were , but very happy. 11 Food was sometimes 
scarce md the variety was often limited. Barrels of sor-
ghum were made and this they ate with cornbread, cornbread 
which was made without milk or eggs. She mused, "Someh ow, 
I don't care for sorghum11 • 31 Conditions were alleviated 
somewhat when an older brother went back to Missouri and 
earned ~~20 per month. This enabled the family to live m d 
hold on under pioneer conditions. 
Mrs. Palmer's story is the story of large numbers 
who came to open up this new region. Those who were hardy 
and had courag e remained. They prospered in the good years 
and existed in the poor one s and so by one means or another 
added to their resources as the county developed. 
In addition to these _ ardships mentioned, Indians 
were a threat at times. The evidence is that no white per-
son was ever killed by Indians within the limi ts of Wash -
ington County. Yet, their actions were such as to ke ep the 
settlers in fear , which on one occasion caused a white p er-
son to be killed. 
The first Indian t rouble in this region came in 1835 




when a 15 year old Indian girl was stolen by a band of Sioux 
and murdered near Hollenberg Crossing on the Vermillion in 
Marshall County. She had been living with her .sister, the 
squaw wife of a French trapper named Changreau, the first 
settler on the Vermillion. 32 This was follo wed by the mas-
sacre of a group of Overland travelers by the Pawnee near 
Republic City in 1857. 33 However, it was only after the 
settlers had advanced to the Repub lican m d the troops were 
removed for Civil War service that the Indians really became 
a menace. Beginning in 1861 when approximately 6,000 or 
7,000 Arapaho, Cheyenne, and Kiowa met and encamped about 40 
miles west of the county line there were recurring threats. 
The Indian that the settler saw most often was the 
Otoe. As his reservation extended into the county, he was 
often seen going to and from the hunting grounds . In June, 
1861, the Otoe crone down from the Northeast for a big hunt 
on Spilman Creek. The Cheyenne sent 300-400 warriors to 
drive them out. Though the Otoe had guns they were forced 
to retreat but not without scalps, ears, and other articles 
• 34 as trophies. 
Peter Gieber says that in 1861 he was surrounded by 
32. Emma Forter, History of Marshall Co1.U1ty (Indi-
anapolis: B.F. Bowen and Company, 1917), pp. 51-52. 
33. Ibi~., p. 52. 
34. Andreas, .2.E.• 2it., p. 1056. 
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Indians who, though generally peaceable, were more or less 
troublesome at all times due to their pilfering and quarrel-
some habits. The disappearance of the buffalo in 1863 also 
marked the disappearance of the Indian from the Parson1 s 
35 
Creek region. 
In the spring of 1864, a band of Cheyenne came down 
Mill Creek from the Republican. They were on the warpath 
against the Otoe and were follo wing them to their villages. 
They plundered the home of John Ferguson, ra ed Mrs. Canfil 
and captured Rufus Darby. Darby was released a few hours 
later when the settlers attacked the Indians. Wherever 
this band took property, they left articles such as buffalo 
36 meat evidently as pay for the goods taken . They appeared 
to avoid unduly antagonizing the settlers. 
In August of the same year other barrls of Cheyenne , 
Arapaho, and possibly some Sioux appeared along the Little 
Blue in Southern Nebraska. At Oak Grove ten of the Eubank' s 
family were murdered. Six others were killed in the same 
locality and Laura Roper was cai~ried into captivity. All 
the settlers in Washing ton County fled into Marysville and 
35. James R. Mead , 11The Saline River Country in 
1859", Transactions of the ~Kansas State Historical Society, 
IE, (1905-1906), p. 16. 
36. Andreas, .Q.Q. cit., p. 1056. 
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Clay Center for protection. 37 The militia was organized 
with Rufus Darby as chairman Ill d G.H. Hollenberg, the 
treasurer. This organization succeeded in driving the 
Indians toward the Republican, The soldiers plundered al-
most as badly as the Indians. They ate the settle rs chick-
ens, pigs, etc ., until it becwne a question as to who was 
38 
least desireable, Indian or militiaman. 
The following year Washing ton County was ag ain ex-
cited by Indian depredations in Thayer County, Nebraska, 
and again in 1869 Washin~ton County settlers were called 
upon to furnish horses and equipment to be used ag ainst 
the Indians who had engaged in the White Rock Massacres. 
At the same time a welcome was extended to refug ees who 
had entered the county from the west and excitement ran 
extremely high as these newcomers told of the horrors of 
39 
the massacre. 
That the Indian indirectly caused a death is shown 
in an incident that occurred on Parson's Creek. A y oung 
37. Marvin H. Garfield, "Defense of the Kansas Fron-
tier, 1864-65 11 , Kansas Historical Quarterly, I, (1931), 
p. 142. 
Garfield cites the Marysville, Kansas, Enter£rise, 
for August 13, 1864. 
38. Andreas, .Q.:Q.. cit., p. 1056. 
39. The Western Observer. June 10, 1869. Washing-
ton, Kansas. 
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girl who had go tten lost while looking for some cows wan-
dered to a neighbor's cabin. His barking dog made him fear 
wolves or Indians so he opened the door and fired his gun 
into the darknessa The next morning he found the body of 
the girl a few rods from his door. 40 
John Ferguson's letter written in 1864 is an indi-
cation of the trouble that the Indians c aused the early 
settler in the county: 
Fort Desmoin Iowa September 30th 64 
Frein[d] Cephas 
I once more write you a few lines to let you 
know of our whereabouts I presume you have 
heard of the indian deperadat ions on the little 
Blue in Kansas and Neberasky that is the cause 
of me being in Iowa I left Kansas about the 
first of this month and it is going to pretty 
near break me up I had forty acers of first 
rate corn besides other crops in proportion and 
had to leave the hoal and come out heare and 
have to work for to pay for wintering my stock 
what I have left I think it is pretty tough 
I think it strang e that goverment wont protect 
settelars from those Indians the Indiru. s has 
to Masacre four, or five hundred whites before 
the [y] will do anyth ing with them about one 
half of the Men that went into the service 
from North Western Kansas went in with the ex-
pectation of being plased on the fronteer to 
protect it and instead of that the [y] have been 
sent dovm to Arkansas and Mis sissipia and I am 
afraid that Lincoln is going to loose a good 
many votes this fall on acount of it but Kan-
sas will go Lincoln and no mistake but where I 
am no w I have got into a nest of copperheads 
I loose my vote here but I am going to do all 
40. Ibid. , March 25, 1869. 
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I can for Lincoln if you get this in time to 
send me before election the report of the con-
gressional committee on the array of the Potomic 
why (Gen. George B.J McClellan was removed, 
How to prosecute and how to end the war speach 
by General Butlar those or any other I want to 
convince some of those McClelland men that he 
isent what they think he is I cant do any 
thing at the balat Box but I am going to do all 
I can every other way Well Cephas I expect to 
stay here to Spring I a.~ going back to Kansas 
as soon as those Indians is drove out and its 
safe to stay there this trip has been over a 
thousand Dolars da.mmage to me my neighbour-
hood in Kansas was gro [wJ ing and improving 
fast this summer we had suceeded in ge ting a 
post office estabelished within one mile of my 
house and I suckseeded in geting it named 
Haddam so I expect to live in Haddam when I go 
back to Kansas 
the crops throught the west is verry l igh t 
this season on account of dry weather My fami-
ly is well give My best respects to your wife 
and Martha & Cynthia 
Please write soon to your Old Friend 
John Ferguson 
Direct to Fort Desmoins 
Iowa for me 41 
Washing ton County is and al ways has been primarily 
an agricultural county. After building living quarters 
the first task of the early settlers was to get the land 
into production. The early impression being that only the 
bottom land was productive, the first settlers establish ed 
41. "Letters of John· Ferguson to Cephas Brainerdn, 
Kansas Historical Quarterly, XII, (1943), pp. 344-345. 
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themselves along the creeks, b~oke sod, and let their live-
stock forag e on the uplands. Although misinformed concern-
ing the uplands they were not mistaken about the fertility 
of the bottoms for these produced extravag antly. Ground 
along the Little Blue that had b e en broken but n ev e r p lowed 
produced 50 bushels of corn p er acre in 1869. 
J.R. Hollowell, who came to the county in 1860, re-
ported that in 1861 t wenty-five acr e s of corn on new l a nd 
produced 25 bush els to the acre. A neighbor' s corn on 
"old land" produced 50-75 bushels. Hollowell's sp ring 
wheat averag ed 25 bushels in 1862 and by 1872 he, wi t h 
most other farmers in this locality, produced 75 bush els 
of corn, 40 to 80 bushels of oats and 26 bushels of wheat 
per acre. In addition to g rain, an increasing number of 
42 sheep and cattle were be ng raised wi th g ood results. 
Corn soon became the chief crop planted. In 1872 
there were only 12,482 acres planted, but by 1877 Washing -
ton ranked third in the state in total a creag e of all crop s 
and first in corn with 90,095 acres of that crop being pro-
duced. Yet large amounts of wheat wer e a lso being r a ised 
for in 1875 this was the third ranking county in t h e p ro-
duction of that commodity. 43 A broadside -ad vertisement 
42. J. Ada.ms, The Homestead Guid e, ( Waterville: Kan-
sas, 1873.), p. 35-36-.-
43. Kansas State Board of Agriculture, First Bien-
nial Report, 1877-78, p. 355. 
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took advantag e of this p roduction to boost that this was 
"The Banner Corn County of the West. 1144 Yet only a small 
amount of this 91,000 acre corn crop was being shipped out 
as it was being fed to livestock. 
Other crop s were being planted along with the corn~ 
wheat, and oats and many orchards were being set out . In 
the sp ring 6f 1866, E .B. Cook set out 130 a pples and 30 
peach trees. The peaches froze down the first winter but 
were replanted and produced some 45 bushels of fruit in 
1872. Twenty bushels were gathered from the apple trees 
five years after p lanting . The State Board of Agri culture 
in 1885 reported 69,470 fruit tre es in the county. Other 
crops harvested were flax, s weet potatoes, Irish potatoes, 
buckwheat, barley, rye, sorghum, _hemp, tobacco, broom 
corn, millet, timothy, clover , orchard, blue and prairie 
45 
grass. Alfalfa, the chief source of hay at the present 
time, was not listed until the beg inning of this century. 
The - growth of population and the improvement of the 
property resulted in an increase in land prices. In the 
late fifties and the sixties land could be homesteaded or 
44 . "Handbill 11 by Groody and Emmons, real estate 
agents, ashington, Kansas. This article is located in 
the Kansas Historical Library, Topeka, Kansas. 
45. Kansas State Board of Agriculture, Fifth Bien-
nial Report, 1885-1886, p. 578. 
59 
preempted at little cost. By 1879 the price of grazing 
land was from $ 2 to $3. 50 per acre while- school and rail-
road land could be had for from $5.00 to $8.00 wi th im-
proved farms somewhat higher. One half section, described 
as "highly" improved was listed at $5,00o. 46 In 1888, 
land could be had for $10 to $ 30 per acre with raw land at 
$ 10 to $ 2o. 47 
It has been stated that farming was t he chief in-
dustry in the county, yet other types of work wer e followe d 
to a greater or l esser degree. Most of these occup ations 
such as stores, mills and shops (concerned chiefly with 
supp lying the farmers' needs) grew up as the need arose. 
The early settler often found the prices of manufactured 
goods too great so he made the necessary articles himself 
or had them handmade withi n the county. In 1858, the first 
trading post was established. It was built by G.H. Hollen-
berg and located in Hanover Tovmship on the Old Immigration 
Road. Other stores were later opened throughout the county 
but these were of only local importance until the coming of 
the railroads. 
Much more important than the stores were the mills 
46. "Handbill" Groody and Em.-nons, August 15, 1879. 
47. Fifth Reunion Bulletin, 1888, Located in the 
Kansas Historical Library, Topeka, Kansas. 
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built along the streams. The first of these was a flour 
mill built in 1865 near Washington on the south side of 
48 
Mill Creek. In 1869 another was built one mile north-
east of fashington but it was destroyed by a flood the 
same year but, by 1878, there were at least four sawmills 
and six flour mills throughout the county, 49 most of whi ch 
were along Mill Creek and the Little Blue. Reports to the 
State Board of Agriculture in 1876 show that Mill Creek's 
motive power was fully employed three fifths of the year. 
Washington boasted two water saw mills, two water flour 
mills, one power flour mill, one po ~er saw mill, as well 
as one cheese and one furniture factory. Meanwhile, Han-
over could exclaim over a water power fllour mill as well 
as a pottery, a brewery, and a brick factory. 50 Numerous 
brick kiln were located throughout the county. Robert 
Lichtenberger recalls cutting wo od to fire the brick used 
in the courthouse erected in 1886. This kiln was located 
southeast of Washington on Mill Creek. 51 Many of these 
kiln still remain. One such stands in Coleman Township and 
48. Andreas, Q.:e. cit., p. 1057. 
49. Kansas State Board of Agriculture, First Bien-
nial Report, 1877-78, p. 139. 
50. Kansas State Board of Agriculture, Fifth Annual 
Renort, 1876, p. 214. 
51. Interview with R.W. Lichtenberger, August 15, 1948. 
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is in relatively good repair. 
Throu hout the eighties the quarrying of limestone 
was an important business in the eastern part of the county. 
Three quarries were opened neaT Hanover, three south of 
Hollenberg, two on Spring and one on Joy Creek. The pro-
ducts of these quarries were used both for consumption with-
in and without the county. Great amounts were shipped to 
Hastings, Nebraska. 52 
Other products of the county were cigars , wagons, 
(chiefly rebuilding) and barrels but these were local pro-
ducts and had little importance in trade. In the late 
eighties Dr. Charles Williamson introduced the silkworm to 
Kansas ands. Salvany experimented w~th the production of 
silk. Although some silk was produced it was found unpro-
fitable and the project was abandoned. 53 
Many of the early pioneers plastered their homes with 
home-produced gyp sum plaster. An abundance of gypsum was 
found in the county yet only a small amount was produced 
commercially. Howev er , a factory was located in Blue Rapids 
52. Kansas State Board of Agr iculture, Third Biennial 
Report, 1881-82, p. 214. 
53. A U.S. F lag made from thi s silk as well as some 
raw yarn may be seen in the Kansas Historical Museum. An 
old shuttle is in the possession of Ma>garet Barley, daugh-
ter of Dr. Williamson and former editor of the Washington 
County Register. 
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in Marshall County as early as 1872. 
Numerous shallow coal mines were opened throughout 
the county. An advertisement in the We stern Observer in 
1869 offered any amount for sale delivered or at the mine 
on Bowman Creek, (Haddam Township). 54 In Coleman and Mill 
Creek Townshi s some of these old pits and holes are still 
evident although none of them have been in production for 
approximately 50 years or longer. The coal found was of 
very poor quality as it contained a large amount of sul-
phur; nevertheless, it was often used to heat the country 
schools. It was then a corrnnon practice for certain schools 
to fumigate for contagious diseases and parasites . This 
practice was hardly necessary in those districts that used 
the sulphurous coal inasmuch as they underwent continuous, 
if unintentional, fumigation. 
So determined were the citizens of the county to g et 
industries here that in 1880 they formed an org anization 
called the 11 Washington County Immigration Society" for the 
purpose of interesting mills, businesses, and people to come 
55 into the county. Members were to report on the land, 
stock, streams, and other resources available. Very little 
54. The Wes tern Observer, July 15, 1869. 
55. Bulletin of the Washington County Immigration 
Society, Filed in the Kansas Historical Library, Topeka, 
Kansas. 
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resulted from this beyond a natural increase in the county's 
population. 
The increase in population as well as the general 
improvement of the county had been rather slow and retarded 
until the completion of the Central Branch Railroad to 
Waterville in Marshall County in 1869. After that event 
homesteaders began to come in on the trains and the popula-
tion increased from less than 4,000 in 1870 to over 8,000 in 
1872. The two trains daily from Atchison to Waterville had 
brought many of these new citizens to Washington County . 56 
The first railroad to enter the county was the St. Joseph 
and Denver City. It was extended to Hanover in 1871 and 
cros·sed the northeast corner of the county in 1872. Sta-
tions were established at Hollenberg and Hanover. The 
southern part of the county w s served in 1876-78 when the 
Missouri Pacific Central Branch established stations at 
Barnes, Greenleaf, Linn, Palmer , and Clifton with a spur 
line to Washington. In 1884 the Burlington was extended a-
cross the county with stations at La:1 ham, Gerardy, Hm over, 
57 
Emmons, Washington, Morrowville, and Haddam. 
Previous to the entranc e of the railroads all freight 
had been transported in wagons. Their coming did not com-
56. The Western Observer, August 5, 1869. 
57. Brown-Scovill, Plat Book, p. 106. 
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p letely do away with this t-ype of transportat ion, yet most 
o f the long distance hauling was done by trains. Of the 
earliest roads that the wagons traveled, l i ttle can be de-
finitely determined. Numerous roads records were d estroy ed 
by the courthouse fire in 1872. It is known t h at they were 
ungraded, rutted out, and poorly bridg ed. At a meeting of 
the County Commissioners in July of 1869, a number of roads 
were located but no taxes were levied to build much n e eded 
bridg es. 58 
The off icial record of the roads begins in 1870 
when the Board of Commissioners required the Surveyor to 
replace the records destroy ed by the fire of March 31, 
1870. The following roads were located as the main p ass-
ageways through the county. Road Number One ran sou theast 
from Wash ing ton to the county line near Waterville. Road 
Number Three ran west from Wash ing ton to Block er, Haddam, 
and westward out of the county. Number Four ran sou t heast 
in a diag onal direction to t h e southeast corner of the 
county where it joined the Manhat tan Road. Number F ive 
connected Hanover and Washing ton. With the ex cep tion of 
its crossing the sections diag onally this road followed 
the same general route as the pr e sent County Road between 
those towns. Number Six, the Peach Creek and ~ ashington 
58. The Western Obs erver, July 15, 1869. 
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Road, followed the section lines south from Washington to 
Palmer and on southward to Clay Center. Although this road 
had been used for some time, this is its first official re-
cognition.59 Many other roads were later established 
giving access to all p~rts of the county as well as provid-
ing outlets into other territories; yet, much of the 
traveling did not follow established roads but followed the 
convenience and inclination of the traveler. 
One of the busiest of the early roads was that from 
Hanover to Washington and westward to Haddam. It followed 
a course north of Mill Creek and the other small creeks 
were forded or spanned by crude log bridges. This road 
was used as a stage road for the Kansas, Nebraska, an:1 
Denver Stag e Line. Herman Rea recalls that in 1874 his 
father, Levi Rea , bought the stag e station two miles north-
east of Haddam. At that time the stage came from Haover, 
meeting a schedule at Washington, Rea's Station, Belleville, 
Scandia, and other towns toward Denver and was to continue 
in operation until 1879 when the govermnent 1 s mail contract 
was let out to short buckboard runs. E.N. Morrill, later 
governor of Kansas, was one stage superintendent who often 
stopped and ate at Rea's Station. Tommie Dodd was the 
59. Road Record, Washington County, Kansas, vol. I. 
pp. 1-37. Filed in the County Engineer's Office, Washington, 
Kansas. 
last stage driver to work on this section. 
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By 1884, parts of this road had fallen into disuse 
and the movement was toward roads built along section lines. 
As more fence was built this became more and more customary 
until in the 18901 s when most new roads ran on section 
61 
lines. 
That the early citizen of Washington County was in-
terested in the education of his children is illustrated 
by the election of a County Superintendent in the first 
election arrl by his energ y in building and providing for 
schools. Many of these early citizens were from the older 
states so they knew the advantages of s chools ; therefore, 
it is not surprising to find them developing early. 
The County's first s chool was organized in Washing-
ton in 1861 with an enrollment of 25 and it was taught by 
62 Miss Agnes Hollowell. Only 25 years later a building 
larg e enough to accommodate 500 ch ildren replaced this 
early structure; yet, on the open prairie s schooling was 
often c~rried on under extreme handicaps. Rosella Haney, 
who taught a school in the southwestern pa:> t of the c ounty 
in the ear ly sixties, related that the schoolhouse was 
60. Interview with Herman Rea , August 13, 1948. 
61. Interview with Herman Rea, August 13 , 1 948 . 
62. Andreas, Op. cit., p . 1056 . 
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built of cottonwood logs , partly smoothed off to avoid 
splinters and the seats ( wooden chairs with peg legs aid no 
backs) were similar to those used in the homes . The first 
term lasted only three months and as there were no tax.es 
the salary consisted of what the people gave , which happen-
ed to be eight dollars per monthi 6 3 Mrs . Elder recalls 
that she did not start to school until she was eight years 
of a g e as the school had closed the year before due to many 
settler's leaving the county because of the grasshopper in-
festation. At this time, 1878 , Pursley S chool was a dugout 
and snakes, rats, g round s quirr els, and other animals that 
sought the room's warmth could be seen from time to time. 
The dull, lazy monotony of the schoolroom was occasionally 
relieved as clods rattled down bringing a welcome diver-
64 sion to the 12 to 15 students usually in attendance there. 
By 1865 t en school distric ts had been org anized over 
the county with a total enrollment of 107 . The length of 
the school term averag ed about t hree and one half months md 
the teachers were paid a total of $390. In 1870 the number 
of districts had risen to 56, with 21 schoolhouses and 648 
children enrolled. The total v alue of the property had 
63. Helen Bond, 11Early Day s of Elm Settlement" , 
Collections of the Kansas Historical Society, XVI, (1923-
1925), p. 590: -
64. Interview with Mrs. Addie Elder , August 3 , 1947. 
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risen to $12,449 and the teachers were paid a total of 
$1,895. In 1878, there were 110 school districts and one 
hundred school houses, six of vrhich were of log , 77 of 
frame, and 17 of brick construction. Enrollment had arisen 
to 2,908 and the teachers' salaries averaged $ 25 and ~~30 per 
month for women and men teachers respectively. 65 The number 
of organized districts reached a peak of 150 in 1892 when a 
trend toward consolidation into larger units began. 
In order to improve the qualj_ty of teaching the 
Washington County Teacher's Institute was established. The 
first Institute was h eld in Washington June 15-17t 1869, 
under the direction of the Rev. John Palmer, County Superin-
tendent. Of the three speakers engaged, Dr . C.W. Walker, 
formerly a seminary professor, was the principal one. A-
mong his topics were these: "What is your Aim" and "The 
March of Mind 11 • 66 
Years later many of the county's teachers were edu-
cated at the Friend's Academy, the county's nearest approach 
to an institution of higher learning . This school was 
founded in 1888 by the Friend's Church in a six acre park 
one half mile north of i/a shing ton with an enrollment of ten 
65. Kansas State Departme nt of Public Instruction, 
First Biennial Report, 1877-1878, (Topeka, Kansas, 1879), 
p. 245. 
66. The Western Observer, May 27, 1869 - an announce-
ment. 
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for the first term. B.L. Rust, now of Topeka , was the first 
student there, having arrived an hour sooner than anyone 
else. E. Henderson and a Miss Watson were the first teach-
ers, while a Reverend Jackson was the first president . 67 
In 1890, seventy pupils were enrolled in the grammar , inter-
mediate, and academic departments. The faculty at this time 
68 
was William Pidgeon, principal, and Maggie Core, assistant. 
In 1892-93 the enrollment reached 150 and it boasted of be-
ing the only college or academy within 80 miles. It owned 
over i 20,000 worth of property, and offered courses in 
mathematics, language, elocution, music, art, and business, 
with special emphasis on normal training; but the tuition 
of from $23 . 40 to $30 per year was not sui'ficient to cover 
the cost and the growth of the public high schools made 
inroads into the student body, therefore, the officials were 
faced with insurmountable difficulties. In June, 1902, the 
Academy was transferred to the Baptist Church and it became 
known as the Washin g ton Academy. Three years later it was 
disbanded and the proceeds from the buildings were turned 
over to Public School District Number One. 69 
. 
67 . Interview with B. L. Rust, September 1, 1948. 
68 . Kansas Department of Public Instruction, Seventh 
Biennial Repor t, 1889-1890, pp. 159-160. 
69. The Washington County Register, July 12, 1935. 
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Not only did the early settler establish schools for 
their mental growth but he organ ized churches to provide 
for his moral and spiritual development. Although early 
records are incomplete we do know that the first religious 
services in the county were held in Washington in 1860 by 
Elders Hartford and Rober tson of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. The meeting was held in a log cabin on a farm 
owned by John Penwell. These 11 Circui t Riders " continued 
70 to preach here from time to time thereafter. 
Following this early beg inning other meeting place s 
were established over the county and John Ferguson was able 
to write in 1863 that a Sunday S chool had been started about 
15 miles from him and that there was a preaching service 
every two weeks only eight miles away. He did not g ive the 
denomination sponsorinc it nor the type of meeting place 
but it was the common practice to use the school building, 
where such existed--a practice which was to persist even up 
until the time of the First World War . 
It is difficult to dete r mine where and when the first 
church was erected. In 1866, the Roman Catholics built a 
large frame church three miles north of Clifton. It was 
later destroyed by lightning and was never replaced al-
70. Washington Weekly Republican, July 1 4 , 1876. 
From a Washington County History ~Titten by Dr. Charles 
Williamson. 
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though the churchyard has continued to be used as a burial 
ground. This church appears to be the first in the county. 
Various religious organizations sprang up over the 
county as it was developed. The figures available show 
that in 1876 the Roman Catholic had at least 1,200 members, 
five organizations, and two church buildings. The Baptist 
had six organizations and 239 members, and the Methodist 
listed 17 organizations with 297 members. 71 'Ten years 
later the largest religious groups in the county were the 
Roman Catholics with 2,023 members, the Methodist Episcopal 
with 940, and the Lutheran with a membership of 378 . 72 
Religious services were usually well attended as 
they afforded opportunities to visit with the neighbors. 
This was especially true of "protracted meetings 11 or reviv-
als. People crune great distances in ox wagons, on horse-
back, or on foot. Wagons full of youngsters asleep in straw 
beds surrounded the meeting place, a schoolhouse or "brush 
arboru. Nor were the services always quietly formal for the 
early pioneer was not one to sit idly by when someone else 
was enjoying himself. These revivals were often concluded 
with the organization of a church or Sunday School and some-
71. Kansas State Board of Agriculture, Fifth Annual 
Report, 1876, p. 214 . 
72. Kansas State Board of Agriculture, Fifth Bien-
nial Report, 1885-1886, p. 577. 
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times the minister would marry couples who had awaited his 
arrival. Such an incident took place at the Blocker school-
house about 1875. The Minister, a Reverend Griffith from 
Concordia, asked for the couples who wanted to marry to come 
forward. One of the group who ca.me was a young lady who 
during the meeting had done much shouting and fainting as 
she had been 11 bl e ssed 11 • Few would deny that the meeting 
had been a blessing to her. 73 
The early settler had little time for recreation 
such as we know it and as money was scarce he could hardly 
hope to buy it had that been possible; therefore, he was 
forced to make his own. His recreation consisted mainly of 
visiting with his neighbors. A comm.on practice was for a 
family to 11 go home" with a neighbor from church . Meals, 
though usually simple, ~ere ample and the visiting families 
often helped out by bringing "along something to eat". 
Often the evenings were spent by entire families visiting 
back and forth or perhaps the entire neighborhood would "drop 
in" on a family who had been previously chosen and the even-
ing would then be spent in g ames in whi ch almost all ages 
took part. Frank Pursley's home with its big family of 
girls and boys was reputedly a favorite place for this type 
73. Interview with Mrs. Addie Pursley El der, August 
3, 1947. 
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of entertainment. For those young in body and spirit there 
were numer ous 1:-irivate dances. Another favorite pastime in 
winter was ice skating and many warm romances were begun on 
icy nights. 
Patriotic and national h o lidays were obser ved re-
ligiously and were t h e occasion for much celebration. A 
parade was usually the first activity. Th at is, the first 
mass activity for often the first individual or group act 
was to imbibe a little of the "spirit" provided for the 
occasion. After a parade there were impassioned p leas for 
more ?atriotism g iven by a speaker secured espe c ially for 
his ability to "make a s p eech". Picnic dinners were an 
enjoyable feature of these events. 
For the literary-minded there wer e literary socie-
ties such as the "Joll Owls" in Farmington township. These 
g roups stressed mental culture through debates, s p elling 
bees, book reviews and other activity of this nature. 
By the late eighties the citizenry of Wash ing ton 
County was very well established and the p eriod of the p io-
neer had passed. The dugouts and frame shacks had been 
replaced by more substantial d wellings. Sub s tantial yields 
from farm crops were being had from the upland prairie 
lands. The cultivation of t h ese acres was the chief indus-
trial interest of the county. The educational, spiritual, 
and social needs of the citizenry were being attended. The 
methods of attention to these needs had become fixed and 
staid. The period of rapid development and marked change 




THE GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT OF HOLLENBERG, KANSAS 
The city of Hollenberg is located in Franklin Town-
chip and is not to be confused with Hollenberg or Cotton-
wood Ranch, G.R. Hollenberg's old home. Hollenberg Ranch 
is located two and one half northeast of H~over, whereas 
Hollenberg is located 13 miles northwest of that town. 
Hollenberg Ranch was on the old Oreg on Immigration Road 
while Hollenberg is three miles west of that old trail. 
The various to~mship re-organizations have plac ed Hollen-
berg in Hmover, Hollenberg, and Franklin t ownships re-
spectively at different times in its development. 
First mention of settlement in this locality was made 
in 1869 when the Little Blue reported a great many new 
houses going up on the prairie between Joy Creek and Jenkins 
Mills, 1 now Steele City, Nebraska. From thi s item, we are 
led to believe that the land along the Little Blue as well 
as the smaller creeks had been taken prior to this time. 
Little can be determined of those who came before 1870, but 
among the earliest into this part of the county were: 
William Joy, Joe and Caroline Martin, Jo Miller and his 
family of 13 children, Joel Snider, P. Perdeaux, S. Rinehart, 
1. The Little Blue, Jenkins Mills, Nebraska, Dec. 18. 
1869. 
76 
Captain Anthony Vought, H. Talcott, J.K. Brown, Hiram Red-
dick, Leonard Hatter, James V. Hannnon, Jesse Elliott, 
Charles Fuller anl J.A. Clapp. 2 
Hollenberg is located on land that was part of James 
Harnmon and Jesse Elliott's homesteads. Hammon received a 
patent to the northwest quarter of section nine in Jmuary, 
1870, and sold the same to J.A. Clapp in November of the 
same year. In May of 1872, Clapp sold this land to G.H. 
Hollenberg. The land directly west of the Hammon claim was 
homesteaded by Jesse Elliott who received his patent in 
3 1871 but sold it to Mr . Hollenberg the same y ear . 
Hollenberg, who o~med various other tracts along the 
Little Blue, acquired these claims in anticipation of the 
building of the St. Joseph and Denver City Railroad and, in 
1872, he agreed to give 120 acres of land to the Northern 
Kansas land arxl To-wn Company upon completion of a depot at 
Hollenberg. As a result of this gift the settlers, town 
company , and the railroad decided to call the town Hollen-
berg. His interest in the tovm is further indicated by 
clauses in his will in which he promised 400 dollars to the 
first church to be built there. Six hundred was also to be 
2. Interview with Elmer Talcott, June 26, 1948. 
3. Abstract #1483 Washington County, Ka.Dsas, belong-
ing to Mrs. Florence Hays, Hollenberg, Kansas. 
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given for the building of a hall to be called "Hollenberg 
Hall". The church was to be built within one yea:r m d the 
hall within two years after the will was opened but neither 
of these provisions was met. 4 
With the railroad completed through this point and 
a depot assured, Hollenberg built a general merchandise 
store which he soon turned over to R.T. Kerr, acting post-
master after 1872. About the same time Charles Fuller 
operated a grocery store and saloon as well as served as 
the justice of the peace. A little later Je sse Elliot 
built the Otoe House, the town's first hotel or hoarding 
house. This was follo wed by a depot southwest of the 
stockyards. Considerable other building followed and 
Hollenberg began to flourish. Although no figures are a-
vailable on the population of the village, the township 
had 427 people in 1875. 
In 1881 S.F. Benson and A.@. Hobbs began to operate 
which had been built on the Little Blue one mile south of 
town at a cost of $8000. By this time Hoilenberg had over 100 
population and contained two general stores, one hardware 
store, one drug store, two blacksmith shops, a grain0ele-
vator, one agricultural implement depot, one hotel and one 
4. Hanover Democrat, Hanover, Kansas, Dec. 7, 1937. 
Taken from Hollenberg's papers located in the Thiele safe 
in Washington, Kansas. 
78 
boarding house. The Ohio House was opened in 1882. Among 
the business men at thi s time were A.C. Herring, John Mann, 
J.K. Brown, a Mr. McColleny and R.T. Kerr. 5 
The year 1889 was eventful in Hollenberg for the pop-
ulation reached a peak of 212 while that of Franklin Town-
ship went to 669, 6 and Prairie Schooners were still passing 
through on their way westward. 7 The population fluctuated, 
however, for when a case of small p ox was reported in the 
summer of 1889 sixty people rushed out of town and only the 
most cour~ eous of the farmers came in so fearful wer e they 
of the disease. Vaccinationswere promptly given and for-
tunately no one died, but one of the sixty who had left 
brought a case of mumps back into town when she returned 
so that an epidemic of mumps followed. All this had been 
preceded by a tornado m.ich had druna g ed the town consider-
ably.8 Yet, through it all, Hollenberg made marked pro-
gress in the eighties and the following busine ss establish-
ments were in operation in 1889: two hotels, one livery 
5. Andreas, Op. cit., pp . 1059-60 . 
6. Kansas State Board of Agriculture, Seventh Bien-
nial Report, 1889-1890, p. 264. 
All p opulation statistics quoted are taken from the 
Agriculture Report for the year designated. 
7. The Hollenberg Record, Hollenberg, Kansas. June 
14, 1889. 
8 . Ibid., August 16, 1889. 
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and harness shop, two churches, one G.A.R., r.o.o.F., 
Women's Relief Corps, Daughter of Rebecca, newspaper, two 
implement depots, two lawyers, two doctors, a postoffice, 
a Soldiers Armory, graded school, three g eneral stores, 
two hardware stores, one dress md millinery making estab-
lishment, two g rain and livestock dealers, two money lend-
ers, an insurance and real estate dealer, two wagon deal-
ers, two blacksmith shops_, two c a rpet. weavers, a grain 
elevator, and one flouring mill. 9 
Although it is difficult to determine how much 
business actually was transacted, advertisement s fr om time 
to time are an indication as to the amount and type of 
business carried on. C.E. Williamson, editor of the town's 
newspaper , advertised as having money to lend and also as 
an Attorney-at-law. Coleman and Garle advertised the pro-
ducts of the water-powered Hollenberg Flour Mill one and a 
half miles south of town. C. E . Miller oper ated the eleva-
tor and dealt in grain and lumber while A.B. Prouty handled 
hardware. James Algeo opened a "new" flour store and M. 
Hilts was the proprietor of the National House wher e a good 
bed could be had for one dollar per day. In addition, he 
operated Hilts and Company and sold "dry goods, tinware, and 
groceries." Here fancy shirts could be had for one dollar, 
9. Ibid ., May 4, 1889. 
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bustles for 10-15 cents, corsets for fifty cents and mens 1 
wool mittens for twenty five cents. If the customer wanted 
g roceries eleven pounds of sugar, eighteen pounds of prunes, 
four pounds of green coffee, or twenty-two bars of laundry 
soap could be had for one dollar. A bridle was from 
seventy-five cents to one dollar Whereas a 11 good 11 fry p an 
cos t only 15 to 25 cents. For those 'IJvho used the 11 weed 11 
a spittoon only amou nted to twenty-five cents and the 
11 best quality" denim could be had for seventy-five cents. 
For the young blade in need of a pair of Sunday pants a 
10 
pair "worth $ 5.00 11 only amounted to two dollars. 
Hollenberg markets for January 1889 listed wheat at 
one dollar per bushel, corn a t nineteen, oats at sixteen, 
rye at thirty-five, and notatoes at thirty cents a bushel . 
Beans were five and butter was twelve cents per pound, eggs 
were a penny a pie ce and cheese was twelve and one-half 
cents a pound. Hay was three dollars per ton, hogs four 
dollars m d one-half per hundred and flour one dollar and 
thirty-five cents a sack. 
The paper carrying these advertisements md this in-
formation was a boost to the young tovm . A five column 
four page paper, it was published weekly from October 1888 
until October 19, 1889, under the title "The Re cord 11 , 11 and 
10. ~-, January 19, 1889. 
11. Ibid., October 19, 1889 . 
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was edited and published by Charles Williamson, son of the 
county's first doctor and historian. Williamson used the 
basement of Prouty• s store as news-office and print shop 
as well as headquarters f or his leg al and financial deal-
ings. This paper lasting for almost a ye~ did yeoman 
service in advertising the little town overlooking the 
valley of the Little Blue. 
Hollenberg had two doctors during this period. One 
of them, Dr. S.S. Welch , who advertised as a physician and 
surgeon, had an office and residence built at the corner 
of Main and Church Street , now the home of Mr. Ernest 
Funke. The other, 11Doctor 1' Joseph (Joe) Roxi advertised 
as a Homeopathic. Hmxi, with evidently little or no formal 
medical education relied on natural or 11 Indiann remedies 
for his cures. Being given o occasionijl intemperance he 
was not the type to inspire too much confidence as he walked 
down the street with his office, medicine, and equipment 
stuffed into three or four cigar boxes and tucked under his 
arm. He delighted to tell of the ope rations he had per-
formed. In one of these he told of removing the stomach of 
a man suffering from ulcers and in its place he had success-
fully inserted a sheep's stomach. The only drawback was 
that ever afterwar d the man had a'~errible Hankering for 
green g rass''. 12 
12. Interview vdth Ralph Ahlers, August 14, 1947. 
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The eredtion of a new iron bridge across the Little 
Blue in 1889 was responsible for a new burst of business in 
Hollenberg. Before the building of this bridge , traffic 
had crossed a rather unsafe, stone abutted structure that 
had been built in 1881. The completion of the new bridg e 
brought g lowing, though perhaps, short-lived prosperity to 
the town. 13 
The prosperity peak of 1889 was followed by a period 
of business decline. By 1895 the population of Hollenberg 
had fallen to 169 whereas the township had 681 and two 
years later the town had only 121 but the township still re-
tai ned 681. In 1900the figures were 174 and 603 respective-
ly. During the latter part of the decade the to wn also suf-
fered from fires which did considerabl e damage for on July 
4, 1896 a row of building s on the east side of the main 
str e et (Fuller) were burned and in November of 1899 an 
elevator operated by Charles Whitbeck was also destroyed. 14 
These buildings were not rebuilt and the basements are 
still evident. However, several new residences as well as 
certain business buildings wer e erected during the late 
nineties and early 1900 1 s. The large frame building known 
as the "Hyland Building" was built as was also the "Moss 
13. The Re cord, Feb. 23, 1889 • . 
14. Washing ton Republican, Nov. 17, 1899. 
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Brother's State Bank. This bank, with the name chang ed to 
the Hollenberg State Bank in 1909, operated until 1934. With 
the building of these buildings commercial construction 
ceased and there have been no new residences built since 1906 
when the population was 161. 
The population of the village remained fairly constant 
from 1910 to 1920. Yet the development of the automobile 
and the construction of better roads was having a marked ef-
fect on its business lif e as more and more trade moved to-
ward the larger centers. R.W. Lichtenberger relates that in 
the early days he and his family made a wagon trin to Wash-
ington annually. At t hat time he bought clothing and other 
provisions for the family -whereas the rest of the year he 
traded in Hollenberg . But wi th the coming of the automobile, 
he and his neighbors traded more and more frequently in 
larg er towns. Business men in Hollenberg grew cautious of 
any unnecessary investments. This resulted in further stag -
nation and slowing down of business. 
This trend a way from Hollenberg continued throughout 
the twenties. The general decline of population throughout 
the county had its counterpart in Hollenberg and in Franklin 
township. Par tly to reverse this movement but chiefly to 
combat what were considered exorbitant prices certain co-
operatives were established. The first, the Hollenberg Co-
operative Mercantile Company, was org anized in 1920 with 
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C.C. Asch, J.T. Lewis, c.w. Henke, Joseph Wathor and T.N. 
Reiber as directors. This concern ovmed chattels amounting 
to $11,000 and had a cap.tal stock of $ 25,00015 but it lasted 
only a few years before it became a private business. 
Another cooperative enterprise was the Km sas Oil m d 
Supply Company, chartered in April of 1928 with L.H. Wilsey, 
M.J. Wilsey, W. E . Stewart , C. Jones, and Clyde Dull as dir-
16 
ectors. W.E. Stewart operated this fuel and gas business 
until 1940 when Tom Baumfalk took over the management . 
Baumfalk continued to operate it until 1946 vihen he bought 
. 17 it arrl it became a private enterprise. 
The last organization of this sort came in October of 
1936 when the Hollenberg Electric Association was formed 
with George Lewis, Geo. Parks, Roy Law, L.D. Else and Harry 
Henderson as directors . There were 52 fifty dollar shares 
sold and with this capital line s were built and electricity 
was made available for the first time. In 1945, the Associ-
ation sold its intere st to the Nemaha-Marshall Electric 
Company and the last "co-op" to be formed in Hollenberg no 
longer existed. 
Improvements on the streets were made in the early 
15. Corporation Boot of the State of Kansas, vol. 99, 
p. 80. 
16. Ibid ., V. 122, p. 227. 
17. Interview 'I.Vi th T. Baumfalk, Aug. 4, 1948. 
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thirties when the W.P.A. laid cement curbing along the main 
street but as most of the town already had cement walks, 
none was laid at the time. Gravel surfacing has since been 
applied to the streets from time to .1. • v 1.IIle • 
In July of 1937 the town was incorporated into a city 
of the third class md Mrs . G . R. Barr was elected mayor . 
The population of the city at the time of incorporation was 
137. There has been a gradual decrease since as the fi gure 
was 97 in 1946 and though all available living space is 
usually taken there is no new building and little to indi-
cate any future growth or development. Hollenb~r , is now a 
town that is gradually dying. 
Early in the thirties a fire destroyed several old 
store buildings on the west side of the street. These 
buildings were not replaced but in 1946 the old basements 
were filled in with an idea of maJcing a city park . With the 
excention of leveling the ground , very lit tle has been done 
on this project as yet. 
In 1935 Tom Baumfalk began a trucking concern which 
now operates four trucks. He also operates a garage and 
filling station in addition to the Baumfalk Grain and Mill-
ing Company, which has headquarters in Steele City, Nebras -
ka, but an elevator and a feed store in Hollenberg. 
A survey of the town in 1947 showed the following 
businesses md organizations: one Baptist church, one Meth-
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odist church, one school building housing a grade and high 
school, two groceries, two restaurants, one beer joint and 
pool hal l, one postoffice, one telephone off ice, one rail-
road depot, one lwnber yard, a filling station and g arag e, 
one produce dealer, a grain ele vator, and one welding and 
implement rep air shop. There is little likelihood of the 
number of these businesses being increased for since the 
survey was made one of the restaurants has closed and the 
railroad has transf~r~ed the depot op erator to another loca-
tion leaving Hollenberg with only a part-time caretaker. 
Through the years, Hollenberg 's economy ha. b een tied 
to that of the farming cormnunity around it. The fertile 
land alomg the Little Blue has made this an important corn-
producing reg ion though wheat and othe r small g r a ins have 
also been important. There ·s still much unbroken or native 
pasture as well as some ground that has been reseeded with 
native grasses making cattle-raising profitable. When the 
farmer has prospered, Hollenberg has also had its share of 
the prosperity. 
Hollenberg has also received income from its mineral 
deposits. Numerous limestone quarries were opened south of 
Hollenberg which have been used for both private and public 
building. In the early eighties four quarries were opened 
between Hollenberg and Spence and railroad tracks were laid 
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18 
to them. Gravel and sand pits have also been opened and 
are anothe r source of income to the connnunity. 
Still another source of employment has been the st. 
Joseph and Grand Island, now the Union Pacific Railroad. 
As this is a busy freight route there is much track work and 
road bed repair to be done. This usually employs a crew of 
from four to ten men. 
As has been ind icated, a factor influencing the de-
velopment and economy of Hollenberg has been transportation. 
The earliest roads had been ungraded trails across the pas-
tures, but the first established roads leading from Hollen-
berg were those to Hanover and to Washington. As ear ly as 
18731 9 the road to Hanover was a much-traveled route, where-
as the one to Washington developed soon after ard. As the 
Little Blue had to be forded or ferried, it was a barrier 
until 1881 when the first bridge was built. In 1889 an iron 
bridge, the "West Bridge", was also built. In 1903, ,v.hen a 
record flood on the Little Blue backed the water to the 
Union Pacific tracks, 20 both of these bridges were dam-
18. Kansas State Board of Agriculture, Third Biennial 
Report , 1881-1882, P • 488. 
19. ~.~. Survey Notes of Washington County. 608-614. 
These notes a r e located in the Washington County En-
gineer's off ice, Washington, Kansas. 
20. Interview with Ernest Funke, Aug . 26, 1947. 
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aged. The west bridge was rebuilt and and the south one re-
paired in 1904, 21 but a flood and ice jam a few years later 
destroyed the "South Bridge" leaving only the present struc-
ture west of town. The road over this bridge received its 
first surfacing when in 1932 g ravel was donated and volunteers 
g raveled the road from Washing ton through Hollenberg. 22 This 
road has since been re-graded and graveled and is usually in 
fair condition; however, the township roads are still untreat-
ed and travel is very difficult in wet seasons. 
Formal education in this connnunity had its beginning 
when schools were established at Bond's and Mr. Zion in the 
late sixties. In 1872 a small weatherboarded school was built 
in Hollenberg and MissReynolds was hired to teach it, but she 
had only two children, those of R.T. Kerr, the first few 
weeks. 23 Lillie Kerr, n ow Mrs. J.T. Lewis of Fairbury, Nebra-
24 b ·1 ska, was one of these first students. This school ui ding, 
located northeast of the Methodist Church approximately where 
the county road leaves Hollenberg, was replaced by a two story 
stone structure about 1883. In 1915 a cement block addition 
was made, but in 1915 as the result of a fumigation the build-
ing was destroyed by fire. The present brick building was 
21. Washington Republican, March 4, 1904. 
22. Washington County Register, _March 18, 1932. 
23. Andreas, 2.£. _ill., p. 1059. 
24. Interview with Mrs. J.T. Lewis, Aug . 19, 1948. 
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built on the site in 1917 at the cost of approximately 
$ 20,000. 
Early records of Hollenberg 1 s school are meager. Yet 
we know that by 1888 two teachers were employed. The prin-
cipal that yea:r vras M.X. Laisure and the primary teacher was 
a Miss Romelle, and of the 133 children living in District 
30 (Hollenberg) 99 were enrolled in the two rooms and the 
averag e daily attendance was 61. The school, when it closed 
25 the latter part of April after seven months, had been ope-
rated for a total cost of $813.75. 26 
Hollenberg was listed as a high school ·n 1110 ,men 
only one yea:r of high school was offered and three teachers, 
including the principal, were hired for eight months . A. R. 
Shannan, the Superintendent, received a sal ary of $480. 
This was comparatively low as Barnes paid $810; Haddam, $630; 
Hanover, ~1,000; Morrowville, $ 540; and Washing ton, $1,300 
for the same position. 27 Roscoe Ahlers, superintendent (191228 
25. The Re cord, May 4th, 1889. 
26. Ibid., August 2, 1889. 
27. Kansas Department of Public Instr uction, Eighteenth 
Biennial Report , 1911-1912, p. 179. 
28. Kansas State Department of Education, Kansas Educa-
tional Directory, 1916-1917, (Topeka, Kansas St$ e Printing, 
1916) p. 16. 
Hereafte~ all school statistics will be t aken from the 
Educational Directory for year indicated. 
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to 1914) was followed by S.McMorris in 1915 and 1916, and 
in 1916 Will iam Van Orsdal o ened the first school in the 
brick building, and the two-year course started in 1913 was 
extended to three years. At this time a second high school 
teacher was added. In 1917 a four-year course was offered, 
three years of which the state approved; and the follo wing 
year with A. Johnson as superintendent Hollenberg b e came a 
four year class D sch ooi. 28 
Attendance during this time was extremely low as in 
1913 only sixteen were enrolled. This figure ros e to nine-
teen in 1917 but dropped to nine in 1919. A surVPY of four 
other county high schools for 1917 shows Barnes with 32, 
Haddam with 59, Mahaska with 23 , and Morrowville with 14 en-
rolled . 
The salary scale was a lso slightly below the county 
averag e; for although the salary rose from $ 520 in 1912 to 
$900 in 1919 this did not keep pace with the advance gener-
ally made . A study reveals that Mahaska1 s sup erintendent's 
salary rose from $ 560 to $ 945, while Morrowville, the coun-
ty's low, rose from $ 520 to $720. In 1916 the administra-
tors of Washington, Greenleaf, Barnes, and Hanover received 
$1, 300 , $1,170, $810 and $ 1260 respectively. 
In 1933 the school became a class C high school . The 
29. Ibid., 1918. 
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enrollment ranged from eight to t wenty in the 1920's with 
31 being enrolled in 1934. The superintendent's salary ad-
vanced from ~~l, 125 in 1919 to hl575 in 1931; yet in 1924 
the salary of $ 1250 was one of the lowest in the state and 
slightly more than one half the state averag e. An explana-
tion for this can be found in the extremely low tax evalua-
tion, which was ~~658, 000 in 1920 but had fallen to $ 344 ,000 
by 1933. 
Under the superintendency of E . G. Skeen a third tea-
cher waa added; the school was certified as class C; the 
enro llment was boosted to a peak of 43; and man ~ ther sig -
nificant improvements were made. The enrollment dropped to 
16 in 1942 but since 1943 the enrollment has been about 25. 
In the spring of 1947 a move was inaugurated by t h e 
writer, who was then superintendent, to create a rural high 
school district. This district, wh e n organized late in the 
summer, contained property evaluated at $ 2,274,903 as com-
30 
pared with $349,838 for the old school d istrict. The es-
tablishment of the rural high school has la rgely solved the 
financial problems md the way is now open to mak e any needed 
improvements. The re is some question, ho wever, that the en-
rollment is or will ever be such as to justify the expendi-
30. Educational Directory of Wa sh ing ton Co., Kmsas. 
1947-1948 . 
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ture of the amount necessary to maintain a first class high 
school in Hollenberg. 
From the eat'ly eighties the grade school has followed 
a practice of employing t wo grade teachers. In 1910 the 
teacher in the upper grades began to teach subjects beyond 
the grades and, as has been shown, this led to the develop-
ment of the high school. The local superintendent continued 
to have oversight over the grades but the county superin-
tendent's directions were followed more and more as time 
went on. Enrollment in the grade school has declined from a 
high of 99 in 1889 to below thirty in 1940. The 7roblem.s 
that have faced the school have been ch iefly financial. 
Howard Lichtenberger , who in 1948 completed 22 years as clerk 
of the board, recalls that it has been a "very interesting 
• II 31 experience. 
At about the same time Hollenberg 's first school was 
being organized, its first church was also being formed. 
In 1872 C.Y. Van Deventer organized the Methodist Episcopal 
Society; 32 and on May 22, 1880 J.K. Brown, James Rusell, A. 
D. Maurer, A. Driskell, ani Samuel Algeo, acting as trustees, 
33 
received a charter for this organization. 
31. Interview wi th H.L. Lichtenberger , Aug. 10, 1948. 
32. Andreas, .2£. cit., p. 1059. 
33 . Corporation Book, State of Kmsas vol. 10, P• 432. 
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After much discussion and in no small faith the 
Methodists made plans to build a sanctuary. Doing much of 
the work themselves they completed it in time for a dedica-
tion in August of 1882. This dedication proved quite an 
event with wagon loads of people from as far as Hanover and 
Washing ton in attendance. The Steele City Baptist congre g a-
tion came en masse. Altog ether about 400 crowded the 
grounds. A debt-free dedication had been planned but there 
was still $ 660 indebtedness when the program started, so 
they set about soliciting and after m hour of 11 hard pulling" 
the needed amount, with $ 20 extra, was raised . When t h is 
was finished the Reveren& Walter of Washington proceeded to 
preach the dedication sermon to a full house as over 100, 
unable to get in, waited outside. 34 
Even wi th such an auspicious beg inning all did not 
g o well. Dissension, misunderstanding, and slanderous 
criticism retarded its g rowth and by 1889 the church was in 
b h . 1 d . . 1 . 
35 dire need of oth p ys1ca an sp1r1tua r epairs. Fortu-
nately, this situation brightened when in March of that year 
the Rev. Pa~lette arrived on the scene. An unusual man in 
many ways the Reverend immediat ely, boldly , and persistently 
attacked the Devil and those who did his ~ork. His voice 
34. Washington Reuublican, August 18, 1882. 
35. The Record, Jan. 19, 1889; March 23 , 1889. 
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could be heard for great distances as he denounced evil and 
called sinners to repentance . Within a short time the spir-
itual tone of the church improved, meanwhile the problem of 
physical repairs was being solved from another quarter for 
in April a tornado struck the town and destroyed much pro -
perty. The church was almost leveled. 36 It was rebuilt at 
the cost of ~1500. 
An inter~sting story has come from this incident. The 
southwest corner of the church was used almost exclusively 
by young people and as they wer e somewhat noisy and created 
minor disturbances the minister referred to their corner as 
the 11Devil 1 s Corner" . He was somewhat chagrined when, after 
the storm, the southwest corner of the church was all that 
remained standing . 
On September 4, 1904, a Methodist Epis copa~ Church 
was dedicated at Silver Cliff37 and became a part of the 
Hollenberg circuit. Other places of worship which have been 
connected with Hollenberg at various times are Hoo.over -which 
was joined about 1894, Bond's School around 1892, and Plane 
View S chool d~ring 1910 and shortly thereafter. Although 
there was never any organic connection between Hm over and 
Hollenberg's churches, they did use the same minister at 
36 . Interview with George Parks, Aug . 28, 1948. 
37 . Washington Republican , September 30, 1904. 
i t . 38 var ous 11nes. 
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The peak in attendance at the Methodist Church seems 
to have come shortly after 1910. The membership of 78 in 
1912 reached a record of 120 members in 1914. The average 
attendance in Sunday School was 75 that year. The minister's 
salary for 1912 was .~660 but rose to )825 in 1914. This 
figure indicates that Hollenberg would have been considered 
a substantial 11 charg e 11 in the Kansas Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 
After 1915 there was a period of steady de cline in 
attendance and a Union Sunday S chool of Me thodi s t s ~nd Bap-
tists was org anized. Eventually, a misunderstanding dis-
rupted this organization and a separate one was again estab-
lished. However , as there was no regular minister after 
1919 , the decline continued unt il the early thirties when 
the church was closed. In 1937 and 1938 through t he efforts 
of Mr . and Mrs . Howard Lichtenberger , Mr . and Mrs. H. Hef-
ling, Mr. and Mrs . G.R. Barr , arrl others a Sunday School was 
re-established and Rev . Lester Edgett was called to s erve as 
pastor. 
These and other efforts were rewarded by a revival of 
interest and in 1942 a parsonage building was bought and in 
1946 under the l eadershi p of Trustees Earl Dean , Ralph How-
38 . Church Record Book, Hollenberg Methodist Church. 
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land, Ral~h Muir, Howard Lichtenberger, Homer Else, and the 
pastor, J.H. Vernon, a church basement was constructed. 
Other improveme nts such as gas furnaces, remodeling, re-
roofing , and painting were made at a cost of over $6,000 in 
labor and material. Early in 1948 all indebtedness was paid. 
Frank Mahlman has been the leading figure in many of these 
later improvements. The memb ership of 45 is g radually in-
creasing, all of vJhich indicates a continuation of the 
church's usefulness to the community. 
Shortly after the first Method ist Society was formed, 
a group of Baptists beg an to meet for worship . 1eeting s 
were held in various homes until 1886, when through the 
efforts of J.T. Lewis, the organization bought the old frame 
schoolhouse md remodeled it into a church building. 39 Mr. 
Lewis continued to serve as Sunday School superintendent for 
a number of years. On March 22, 1901, the Hollenberg Bap-
tist Church received a charter wh ich listed the seven 
trustees as J.T. Lewis, E.M. Shields, Jeremiah Shields, J.L. 
Minefer, J.C. Vailer, Dr. J. Hoxi, and J.T. Willeford. At 
40 this time the present frame building was built. 
During the years immediately following 1900, the ser-
vic es were well attended m d the church prospered; however, 
39. The Republican, April 23 , · 1886. 
40. Corporation Book, vol. 60, p. 26. 
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after 1910 there was a lessening of interest ani a decline 
in the congregation, until this and the Methodist Church 
carried on a joint Sunday School . After the dissolution of 
this union, the Baptists continued to carry on and from 1933 
until 1937 it was the only church functioning in Hollenberg, 
but since the early thirties interest has been decreasing . 
Few new members have been added and decline, though gradual, 
is steady. These conditions are the result of several fac-
tors, the chief being the shortness of minister tenure. 
The r esulting instability has been a serious handicap to the 
church's progress. 
The only other church ever built in Hollenberg was 
located across the street southwest of the Methodist Church. 
This building, a cement block structure, was built by the 
Church of God, or 11 Saints 11 as they were then connnonly called. 
Those most regular in attendance rrnre Mrs. R .T. Kerr, Mrs . 
Laurie Townsend, and the Algeo family. Others who comprised 
the congregation moved on and shortly after 1915 the services 
were discontinued; the building sold, and more of the re-
41 
maining members began to worship at the Baptist Church . 
Other churches have exerted an influence in the com-
munity. One of these is the Trinity Evangelical Lutheran, 
located 9 miles east of town on Horseshoe Creek. This con-
41. Interview with Mrs. George Parks, Aug. 28, 1948. 
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gregation, founded in 1880 as a branch of the Imrnanual 
Lutheran Church of Bremen, Kansas, joined the Missouri 
Synod in 1888. In 1892 the present frame building was con-
structed md a parochial school was instituted. 42 The pre-
sent school, with an enrollment of approximately 60, was 
built in 1911. In 1942 the new pastor, Theadore Kauffeld, 
introduced English into the evening worship service and 
in 1947 this was extended to certain morning services. The 
German has now been almost entirely replaced wi th the Eng-
l . h 43 lS • 
Although the church has been nrosperous s inc e 1905, 
when the congregation numbered 359, ther e has been no g reat 
increase in membership. Today there a r e 373 in the congre-
gation with 253 communicants and 73 voting members. These 
members are scattered throughout the community some living 
even wes t of Hollenberg. 
The Zion Lutheran Church, located four miles north-
east of tovm, was dedicated in 1910 and is affiliated wi th 
the United Lutheran Church of America. The language issue 
has been a problem with this congregation also and the church 
was badly disrup ted 15 years ago by this matter . Today, 
English is the accepted languag e, with German being used only 
42. Manuscript History of Church, by Rev . Grupe, 1905. 
43 . Interview with Theodore Nauffeld, Aug. 4, 1948. 
99 
on the l a st Sunday of the month. 
The church building s include the church , parsonag e, 
and a small school. The parish summer school formerly held 
has been discontinued. The church has some 90 membe rs, most 
4 4 of whom live in Nebraska. 
In addition to these org anized g roups, other relig ious 
bodies have affected the community from time to time. Many 
of the schools were used for revival meeting s as well as 
regular meeting places for Sunday Schools. This practice was 
especially prevalent in the eighties and nineties when a Sun-
day School Association, including the entire county, v1as 
organized. Numerous all-day meeting s were held with outstand-
ing speakers as the attractive feature or, if this were in-
45 
sufficient attraction, basket dinners were also offered. In 
addition, the Kansas Penteco s t Band conducted meeting s in or 
near Hollenberg and on one occasion the Salvation Army built 
46 
a "brush arbor" on the site of the lumber yard. The 
Methodists usually led the way in promoting revival campaigns 
and campmeeting s and a number of the latter were conducted 
west of Hollenberg in a grove on the Little Blue River. 
44. Interview with the Reverend P.O. Spehr, August 4, 
1948. 
45 . The Re cord, June 21, 1889. 
46. Interview with Georg e Parks, August 27, 1948. 
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Such a campmeeting was held in July of 1889 when a 
tent large enough to accommodate 2000 people was raised and 
30 ministers were invited. The main speaker was Dr . Davis, 
47 
of Baldwin, Kansas, a college professor and army colonel. 
Although the tent never overflowed and all invited ministers 
did not attend the meeting was considered a success as the 
tent was often crowded with worshippers , while many others 
also came to look on or visit with acquaintances. As many 
believed in expressing their joy, the shouts of the saved 
were heard almost constantly throughout the encampment 
whereas others gave release to their feeling s in beauti-
48 
fully rhythmic "holy dances" . All these services had 
their affect on Ho l lenberg's development. 
Although Hollenberg has had churches, schools, and 
other organi zations for char cter deve lopment, she has 
nevertheless had some c rime and lawlessness. Situated less 
than two miles from the Nebraska line it has been difficult 
to enforce prohibition and, throughout the e i ghties , 49 open 
saloons operated on both sides of the Kansas-Nebraska line 
in Lanham, eight miles east of town . Although no open sa-
loons were operated in Hollenberg , liquor could be had 
47. Ibid., June 28, 1889 . 
48 . Int. e rview with Alice Palmer, August 13 , 1947 . 
49 . The Record, Feb. 9 , 1889. 
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readily at any time in two or three p laces , notably the 
old stone h otel and the old stone residence no w ovmed by 
Raymond Odg ers . Drinki ng often led to street f i ghts and 
brawls and s erved to classify Hollenberg as a "tough town " . 
Therefore, mothers warned their daughters about the "Hol-
50 
lenberg boys". The condition improved slightly af t er 
1889 when the news editor deplored the drinking and g amb-
ling that went on in the railroad depot . He complained 
that the floors and platform were slimy with vomit all too 
51 frequently. 
Hollenberg 's most shocking crime c ron e in 1898 when 
Bill Roxi shot and killed the sheriff who had come to 
arrest him for armed robbery. Hoxi, only a y ollllg man, was 
taken to jail in Washing ton, but was transferred to Clay 
Center for fear of t he mob . He was later t ried without a 
verdict. He then broke jail but was cap tured and after con-
52 viction served a five year sentence. 
Still another examp le of lawlessness was the "Whitling 
gang" run by Fred Whitling . With headquarters at Gerardy, a 
railroad siding on the Burling ton line seven miles e a st of 
Hollenberg, they were the most notorious law-breakers ever 
50. Interview wi t h VI .P. J\hl er.s, July 5 , 19 48 . 
51. The Record, Mar ch 30 , 1889. 
52. Interview with Ernest Funke, August 4 , 1947 . 
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to operate in this vicinity. When the siding was put in in 
1892, an elevator, a small stor e and saloon had been built. 
About 1895 Fred V\Jhitling bought the saloon and it soon be-
came a rendezvous for bums, crooks , and other shady charac-
ters. From this place they robbed numerous stores in 
neighboring towns. The loot was brought in at night and was 
peddled throughout the surrounding communities. Very go od 
merchandise could be had at low µrices, it being possible to 
place an order for some particular ar ticle of clothing or 
shoes. 
Neighbors were afraid to complain as these h oodlums 
were numerous, there being 28 there by actual count on 
Christmas day in 1899. Joe Schniederjan, who lived one mile 
north, found t wo bums asleep in his barn, ch ased them out, 
and a few days later found five lar ge brood sows dead , evi-
dently as the result of poison. However, as a rule, the 
farmers who lived close were seldom molested except for the 
loss of a few chickens now and then. 
The legal auth orities bothered them occasional ly and 
in 1901 the U.S. Marsh al a:id his men raided the place chain-
ing Whitling and five of his men and taking them to a shing-
ton. They were tried and freed; however, the authorities 
had begun to move in and soon some of the gang v/8re sentenced 
to jail and penitentiary terms. In 1907 Whitling ' s mistress 
was jailed ani shortly afterward he left the connnunity for 
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the last time. His old store build ing was left standing 
until 1947 v, en the remains were cleared awa y and a rura l 
school building was moved on the s ite. 53 
The earliest settlers who entered t h is reg ion found 
themselves neighbors to some 400 Indians. There was little 
social contact; however, although some of t he Ind ians s p oke 
broken Eng lish and some of t hem did visit back and forth 
with the white families. These Indians were moved out in 
the early eighties when the g overnment p aid local citizens 
three dollars a day to haul t h em to Oklahoma~ 4 but other 
Indians came into the community from time t o t ime until 
1885. Bert Rust tells of visiting a villag e of apnroxi-
mately 500, encamped in tep ees n e ar Bond 's Mill, a t about 
that time. They were living on meat taken from carcas ses of 
cows that had d ied of stalk uoisoning . He visited t h em 
the re at breakfast time and saw b eef being cook ed over an 
open fire in the middle of t h e tent. The greas e aid water 
that ran out of the meat was caught and drunk like coffee. 
He was offered food but as time was limited h e d id not eat 
53. Interview llli. th Ernest Funke, Augu s t 4 , 1947. 
Mr. Funke lived near Gerardy as a boy. Vern Justis tells 
of buying expensive shoes from the Whitlings for one dol-
lar. 
54 . U.S . Statutes at Large, XXI, pp. 380-381. 
Indians g iven-permission to remove to Ind ian Territory 
Mg-, ch 2, 1881. 
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with them. 55 
Although there was little sociability between the 
Indians and the Whites , the white settlers seldom failed 
to visit among themselves. The following account illus-
trates the type of recreation which was much enjoyed. On 
November 15, 1887, 70 neighbors of Mr . Squire, a farmer 
south of Hollenberg, came in for a surprise g athering . The 
group entertained themselves with games and music until 
9 : 00 when supper was announced. The table was seated six 
times but as some food had been brought by each family there 
was enough for all . After supper there was o r-:-i~an mus ic, 
sing ing, and games for an hour or so before the guests be-
an to unhitch their teams and 56 o home. 
Private dances, f eaturing folk dancing, were corrnnon . 
Although there was some objection to dancing , most parents 
seemed to a ree with the mother of Mrs. Alice Justis Palmer 
who preferred Alice 11 to g o to dances rather than to kissing 
parties 11 • 57 For those so inclined and financially able, 
public dances were available. In the nineties Elmer Talcott 
55 . Interview with R.L. (Burt) Rust, September 2, 
1948. Mr . Rust states that in this group was a young man who 
claimed to be a graduate of Carlisle University . Rust also 
visited a similar encanpment on Mill Creek southeast of 
Blocker School . 
56. Jashington Republican , November 25, 1887. 
57. Interview wi th Mrs. Alice Palmer, August 13, 1947. 
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ran dances in the Armory. Music was furnished by Lon Rho des, 
a local musician, and his orchestra of t wo violins, one horn 
and an organ pumped and played by Mrs. C. Whitbeck. Attend-
ance at 50 cents a couple was usually sufficient to allow 
Mr. Talcott to p ay this orchestra $ 15. 0 0 a night. There was 
a little drinking but according to Mr. Tal cott "the man who 
g ot a little too much got no partner s. 1158 
Ice skating was a favored pastime with both old and 
young in the early days but about 1910 this s port g ave way 
to rolle r skating . A rink was made in the Hyland Building . 
Another rink, as well as a swinuning pool, was built by 
John Mar tin in the open country south of Hollenber g at a 
place called "Socialdale". 
Many fraternal g roups wer e org anized. One, the 
r.o.o.F., was organized by W.R. Johnson in 1881 and t h e 
memb ership was cha- tered in 1884. On the corner of Main and 
Fulle r Streets, they built a hall which was lat er purchased 
by the Woodman Lodg e a.pd today is u s ed by the Royal Neigh-
bors. The Grand Army of the Republic was also organi z ed in 
the ei hties. In 1886 they built an Armory jus t north of 
the present telephone office. This org anization known as 
the Gettysburg Post was chartered by Asa Talcott, Samuel 
Welch, Joy Wright, Jonathan Alden, and Will iam Field er in 
58. Interview with Elmer Talcott, June 26, 19 48. 
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These org anizations and t he ir auxiliaries as well as 
t he ch urches g ave benefit socials, watermelon feeds , and in 
v arious ways p rovided recreation f or t heir constituents. 
They also provid ed for natriotic prog rams on t he national 
h lidays. On Decoration Da y , they p rovided for s p eech-
making, floral decorations, and a military salute, all he ld 
60 
at the cemetery. The Fourth of July was the day res erved 
for t he g reatest celebrations. It was t he usual custom to 
beg in the d ay with a par ade led by a small but no i sy band. 
One such parade had the t h irteen orig inal colonies rep re-
sented by "thirteen of Hollenberg's most beaut iful young 
ladies 11 • 61 After b a sket dinners in the Ash Grove west of 
to~m t he c r owds listened to s pee ches, watched or pJayed 
game s, and enjoyed the other features . Thes e f eatures in-
cluded balloon ascensions, parachute jump s, and from 1910 to 
191 5 h orse races. The wide use of the automobile is g iven 
as the r eason for the discontinuance of these events. 
The nearest approach to a carnival e v e r supported 
by Hollenberg was a home made merry-g o-round owned and op e -
. 62 
rated by "Whistling Rufus 11 Reed. This wooden contraption 
teeth. 
·59. Coruorations Books of Kansas, vol. 17, p ... 514 . 
60. The Record, May 31, 1889. 
61_. Washingtori Re cord , July 11, 1890 . 
62~ So known b e cause of a set of ill-fitting false 
Hollenberg 1 s Baseball Team, 1910 
><'Hollenberg 1 s Band, 1910 
107 
had four arms extending from the top of the center pole. 
Seats la:> e e nough to h old t wo or more youngsters wer e sus -
pended from these arms , and rides were a barg ain at two for 
a nickel . Motive power and the musi c a l . s e renade we r e fur -
nished by a small donkey that went round 8;11-d round on the 
end of a s weep. The music cons isted o f the donkey's braying . 
Other forms of recreat ion and entertainment have in-
cluded debat ing societies, Lyceum courses, and a community 
club. This community club has been a source of recreation 
as well as oppor tunity for d r amat ic expre s sion f o r t h e last 
fift een year s. Many unusually enter t aining prog r am s have 
b e en p roduced by local talent. The communit y has also 
supported a band on at least two occasions . The first o f 
these was started in the eighties and the last wa s organiz ed 
by Georg e P ark s about 1 91 0 and contained from 1 6 to 20 in-
struments. An instructor from Fairbury was hired to direct 
t h em. 
The first me n tion of org anized athletics in this 
corrrrnunity was made when a baseball team was org aniz ed in 
I 
1870 . Twenty me n north of town o rganiz ed the Freeport Base-
b all Club. W. D . J enkins and M. LeBlanc were captains of t wo 
63 
t eams . It is not knovm that any Hollenberg men par tici-
pated a lthough t h is g roup was formed five mil e s north of town. 
63. The Little Blue, Janua ry 1, 1870. 
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Never theless, there was a team f unctioning here a few year s 
later. The first mention of this was in 1889 when the l o c a l 
sports editor announced that Holle nberg had " scooped the 
64 S t eele Citians 2 to 1 on their own g round t h e four th. 11 
This beginning was aus p icious f o r this team remain ed a very 
p otent org anization f or many y ear s wi th t he s trong est teams 
being fielded between 1905 and 1 912. The p l ayers of thi s 
rather outstanding ag gregat ion included Georg e, Perry and 
Dwight Parks, Willkie and Ro 3coe Ahlers, c.o. Tapman, 
Char lie McCormick , Frank Rose , and C. Brennei s . Due to t he 
size of these young men they were called the "Kansas Giants". 
Their home g round was in Clap p 1 s (De cker's) pasture . Inter-
est was usually g ood and the grandstand was o rdinarily 
filled. Teams from as far a s Cl ifton, Marysville and Water-
ville were p layed. One memorable g ame was p layed with Fair-
bury . A s pecial train, loaded with fan s who wer e expecting 
to see the ir team beat the highflying 11 Clodhoppers", ran 
from F airbury to Hollenberg . They were humiliated as Holl-
enberg won easi ly and after a flurry of fisti cuffs went h ome 
65 
rather angry. After this team broke u p , int erest in the 
g ame waned and no outstanding teams have since been produced. 
True to the nature of small towns, Hollenberg has re-
64 . The Re cord, July 1 2 , 1889. 
65. Interview with Willkie Ahlers , July 5 , 1948. 
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ceived enjoyment and relaxation from gossip and rumor. Mrs. 
Florence Hayes remembers the first woman's hat ev e r wor n. 
All t he ladies wore bonnets. The se were of t wo k inds , the 
plain ev ery d ay work bonnet a nd t he s t a rch e d ruffle d-edg ed 
one r eserved for Sunday and dress-up wear. Abou t 1885 Mrs. 
Joe Eng lish crea ted a sensation and a lmost a scandal by 
app e aring on the stre et in the town's first hat. 66 In 1897 
certai n school g irls scandalized and s h ocked t he community 
oy sne aking out o f school and smoking cig arette s . They 
67 were found out and put to shame for their mi sdeeds . 
Later the same year when t h e f irst airsh i p ap eared over 
town, there were those who 11had t h e vague idea tha t it was 
68 filled with Cubans for the purpose of throwing bombs " . 
Perhaps the greates t sensation occurred in F ebruary 
of 1896 when a report of t h e discovery of gold was circu-
lated. The Kansas City Star carried an account of this 
discovery. The report was tha t the gold, assaying at $16 
to $ 20 p er ton, had been found in the sand on Joy Cr e ek . 
Excitement ran high and people flocked into town from all 
directions. An estimated 1000 rushed in, but the y were all 
doomed to disappointment for the claim was soon fo und to be 
66. Interview with Mrs. Flore.nee Hayes, Aug . 24, 1948. 
67. Washington Republican, March 5, 1897. 
68. Ibid., April 16, 1897. 
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false. The 11 g old 11 was probably iron pyrites, a mine r a l 
sometime s fou nd in this locality , and almos t a s quick l y as 
they had come the crowd depar ted, l e aving Hollenb er g to 
pursue "the even t ~nor ' of its way 11 as a qui e t little villag e 
in northeastern Washington County . 
69. Kansas City St~, February 25, 1896. 
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